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Thursday, January 15, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawali'i

FROM: E. Brook Chapman de Sousa
Associate Professor at UH Manoa's College of Education

Referencing Board of Regents Agenda Item V.E. Update on University Laboratory School.

I am writing to testify regarding the ways in which the University Laboratory School (ULS) has benefited
me as a University of Hawai'‘i faculty member. One example is that I am a member of a research team
studying how to support educators in adopting research-based, dialogic teaching approaches that
include all learners. We partnered with teachers from the ULS to study and identify these approaches,
ultimately creating rubrics to guide educators. These materials have been shared with teachers
statewide, nationally, and internationally.



I have also benefited significantly as a faculty member and parent, struggling to make ends meet
due to the high cost of living. I am immensely grateful for the opportunity to send my child to the
exemplary educational opportunities cultivated by the University through the University of Hawai'i

at Manoa Children’s Center and ULS. These opportunities, along with other faculty support such as
housing, have enabled me to remain at UH for the past 11 years and do my work, preparing teachers
and serving as an advocate for public education.

The future possibilities for the UH-ULS partnership are extensive and would benefit the university and
community in multiple ways. In addition to continuing to serve as a site for teacher candidates to
complete their fieldwork, ULS offers researchers across disciplines opportunities to address essential
questions, including the social and emotional development of children and adolescents, language
learning, technology in education, and effective pedagogy.

The University Laboratory School provides invaluable resources to the community of Hawai'i by
serving as a hub of educational research and teacher preparation, contextualized in the State's unique
culture and context. Supporting the University Laboratory School and University of Hawai‘i partnership
advances the quality of life and welfare of Hawai'‘i's people and addresses essential components of the
University’s Mission and Vision. K-12 education is a critical component of life for Hawai‘i's residents,
and we need to continue supporting and cultivating this period within the University of Hawai‘i system;
therefore, investing in this partnership is a worthy endeavor.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
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I am writing to testify on the ways the University Laboratory School has benefited me as a University of
Hawai‘i community member and to express concern about the potential impacts of ending the UH-ULS
partnership.

As a University of Hawai'i researcher, program coordinator, and community-engaged practitioner, my
work has been deeply connected to the University Laboratory School campus and surrounding spaces.
The proximity of the University Laboratory School has made possible sustained, place-based, and
intergenerational programming that integrates education, research, food security, and community
well-being. Most notably, the Ho'6la ‘Aina Pilipili accessible school and community garden—Ilocated
adjacent to the University Laboratory School—was developed through collaboration, shared
stewardship of space, and a commitment to inclusive, experiential learning.

Through this garden site, I have been able to conduct university-affiliated research, host educational
workshops, train students, and develop community programs that support children, older adults,
caregivers, and people living with memory loss. The garden functions as a living learning environment
that reflects the values of both UH and ULS: hands-on education, innovation, and responsiveness

to community needs. Its location next to the University Laboratory School has been essential to its
success, allowing for informal learning exchanges, multigenerational visibility, and long-term planning
rooted in stability and trust. Importantly, the garden site has been intentionally designed to be
accessible and inclusive for people with disabilities and older adults, including those with mobility



limitations and cognitive impairment. It serves as a model for what it can look like to create a
welcoming, age-friendly and disability-inclusive environment on a UH campus. The garden and related
programming also contribute to food security and wellness by growing and sharing produce, offering
community workdays and education, and strengthening connections between families, students, and
community members through ‘aina-based learning and care. The University Laboratory School has also
served as an important model of how K-12 education, higher education, and applied research can
coexist and strengthen one another. The presence of ULS reinforces the University’s role as a steward of
educational innovation, not only for university students and faculty, but for Hawai‘i's broader learning
ecosystem.

Looking ahead, the UH-ULS partnership could continue to benefit the university and community
through expanded interdisciplinary projects and applied research opportunities. These could

include school- and garden-based research, teacher preparation and professional development,
student service-learning placements, health and wellness programming, disability-inclusive and
intergenerational learning initiatives, and culturally grounded, ‘aina-based education. The garden site
itself represents a platform for future collaboration across public health, education, architecture,
disability studies, aging, and sustainability. Any decision that risks destabilizing this partnership—or
requires the dismantling or relocation of long-standing community and research infrastructure—would
have significant consequences for ongoing projects, student training opportunities, and community
trust. Place-based, community-engaged work depends on continuity, shared responsibility, and
institutional support over time.

The University Laboratory School provides invaluable resources to the community of Hawai'i by
serving as a hub of educational research and teacher preparation, contextualized in the State’s unique
culture and context. Supporting the University Laboratory School and University of Hawai‘i partnership
advances the quality of life and welfare of Hawai'i's people and directly supports the University’s Mission
and Vision. K-12 education is a critical foundation for lifelong learning in Hawai'i, and it is essential
that the University of Hawai‘i continue to support and cultivate this partnership as part of its broader
commitment to education, research, and community engagement.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Melody Halzel, PhD
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Referencing Board of Regents Agenda Item V.E.: Update on University Laboratory School.

I am writing to testify in favor of organized efforts to sustain the University Laboratory School (ULS). I
am a faculty member at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa and—while I do not directly conduct research
at ULS—acknowledge the value that ULS has offered to students as well as to faculty colleagues at UH
Manoa.

To offer one example, colleagues have reported that ULS has served as a key site of research inquiry for
cultivating effective teachers and teaching practices. UH faculty have partnered with ULS educators to
examine approaches that make learning accessible and effective for historically underserved students.
As Dr. E. Brook Chapman de Sousa noted in her testimony, “ULS offers researchers across disciplines
opportunities to address essential questions, including the social and emotional development of
children and adolescents, language learning, technology in education, and effective pedagogy.”
Findings from this work then have the potential to shape local, national, and international spaces of
teaching and learning.

UH widely recognizes the value of education; yet recent moves to divest from ULS run counter to these
long-held commitments. Sustaining the UH-ULS partnership is a worthwhile investment in prioritizing
education across the K-12 and higher education spectrum.



Thank you for your time and consideration.

Aloha,
Ethan Chang
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Tuesday, January 13, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

FROM: Jared Pangier
Secondary English Teacher (AP Language, AP Literature), AP Capstone (AP Seminar, AP Research),
HS Creative Writing, and Publications at Hokkaido International School

Referencing Board of Regents Agenda Item V.E. Update on University Laboratory School.

I am writing to testify regarding the ways in which the University Laboratory School (ULS) has benefited
me as a teacher. While attending the University of Hawai'i at Manoa (2010-2012) to obtain my teaching
certifications and MEdT, I had the pleasure of not only observing the University Laboratory School's
Performance English Program but was also privileged to conduct my practicum there, teaching one
10th-grade English class under the guidance of Ms. Alison Hartle. During my time teaching at ULS, I
learned so much about the most valuable aspects of English, learning, and teaching, and I continue
to use much of what I learned there today (grammar dictation, read-aloud, writing for fluency) in my
teaching at Hokkaido International School here in Japan. I often will share with a smile how formative



my experience was while teaching at ULS. I would not be the same teacher I am today, and I can
confidently (but unpretentiously) say that the hundreds of students I've taught would also not be the
people they are today, either.

The University Laboratory School plays a vital role in Hawai‘i by functioning not just as a school, but as a
living center for educational research, teacher development, and thoughtful practice grounded in the
islands’ cultural and social context. My own experience is evidence of how powerful this partnership
with the University of Hawai‘i can be—both for educators in training and for the broader community
they go on to serve. Strong K-12 education is foundational to the well-being of Hawai'i's people, and
the work done at ULS helps ensure that this foundation is built with care, intention, and excellence.
Continued investment in the University Laboratory School and its relationship with the University of
Hawai'i is not only aligned with the University’s mission, but is a meaningful commitment to the future
of education in the state.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Sincerely,

Jared Pangier
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Kane, Ka‘elo, 2026
Thursday, January 15, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

FROM: Johanna Stone
Aloha mai kakou!

Referencing Board of Regents Agenda Item V.E. Update on University Laboratory School. I
support UH Lab School remaining where it is, and NOT building anything else there, like proposed
commercial endeavors or more housing. This area is already beyond capacity and housing would
exacerbate this. There is already not enough parking and the current RISE building does not let
anyone park there. In addition, that housing currently is not full and has many vacancies.

In the future, the UH-ULS partnership could continue to benefit the university and community
in multiple ways.



The University Laboratory School provides invaluable resources to the community of Hawai'‘i

by serving as a hub of educational research and teacher preparation, contextualized in the
State's unique culture and context. Supporting the University Laboratory School and University
of Hawai‘i partnership advances the quality of life and welfare of Hawai'‘i's people and addresses
essential components of the University’s Mission and Vision. K-12 education is a critical
component of life for Hawai‘i's residents, and we need to continue supporting and cultivating
this period within the University of Hawai'‘i system.

Lono i ka makahiki!
Johanna K Stone
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I have been a ULS parent, and later was hired to be the school’'s College and Career counselor. Long
retired, I still hear from or encounter former students who share their appreciation for the experience
of being a “Lab Rat”. Most of my students were first generation high school graduates, let alone first
generation college graduates. The school’s cutting edge curriculum and use of a collaborative learning
model raised the bar for so many kids that I never thought that I could be part of such a beneficial
impact on my community. While my own child is intellectually gifted, his experience in the diverse
student community developed his interpersonal skills. While he was at the Naval Academy, I met many
students who lauded his ability to explain complex math in an accessible way, a direct result of his time
in the ULS collaborative learning environment. Visiting his work place, I have also encountered active
duty and civilian coworkers who speak to his ability to be a team member and to bring out the best

in everyone. Again, the diverse student population at ULS provided practical experience, and helped
him to appreciate that while most people struggle with concepts he finds easy, those individuals have
many skills and talents that challenge him. He is just one of a group of students that go on to careersin
medicine, architecture, education and computer science (those most popular majors from my tenure
as the counselor).

The fifty graduates per year is a numerically small group that produces a mighty impact as ambassadors
for Hawai'i. As those students go out into the world, they share so many skills and boost the reputation
of the ULS/UH-COE partnership.
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January 14, 2026

To:  Board of Regents
University of Hawai‘i

o QW
From: Lois A. Yamauchi, PhD

Professor and Chair of the UHM Dept. of Educational Psychology
Re:  Testimony regarding benefits of University Laboratory School to UHM faculty and students

I am a professor and chair of the Department of Educational Psychology in the UHM College of Education.
I am writing to testify about the tremendous benefits of the University Laboratory School (ULS) to
our University, in terms of research and teaching.

ULS is a laboratory for educational research by College of Education faculty and students. The school
has a long history as a partner with UH and the College of Education. My students and I have conducted
numerous studies at ULS. For example, one of my master’s students wanted to study socioemotional
learning in schools, but found that the timeline for research in the regular public schools made it impossible
for her to receive approvals before she needed to graduate. However, ULS was interested in studying their
socioemotional program. We received approval quickly, and the student completed the study within a year.

Currently, I am collaborating with ULS teacher Chris Zorn to study high school students’ perspectives on
his unique leadership curriculum. The course integrates history, indigenous perspectives, and climate
change. Once Chris and I decided to collaborate, our project moved quickly. With the ULS principal’ and
parents’ support and students consent, the study was approved quickly. Our peer-reviewed article about the
study is being published this year and we are writing a second paper for publication. A psychology
undergraduate student benefited from this work, as he enrolled in a directed reading and research course to
gain research skills by assisting in the data analysis process and literature review. I have also conducted
research in more typical DOE schools, which is difficult and much more time consuming. It is likely that
the study I am currently working on at ULS would not be approved in a typical public school and certainly
not within the time frame of the few months in which it took at ULS.

ULS is a valuable resource in that unlike other schools in the State, the mission of ULS is to “serve as
a seedbed for educational research and development.” ULS staff and families expect to be participating
in research. It is invaluable to be able to walk over and collect data or have lunch with the teachers with
whom I am working. ULS staff and families have always supported the federal grants and grant
proposals I have developed. Their innovative pedagogy and curriculum has been helpful to such
development. For example, when I needed one more team of teachers to participate in a study for a federal
project, ULS agreed to participate and again approvals came quickly. I highlighted the teachers’ work (with
their and families’ permission) on my website as models of excellent teaching.

ULS is a high performing school, with highly diverse student backgrounds. The majority of ULS
graduates attend UH after graduation, so your support of ULS is also an investment in high school
students and their families who will become part of our UH ‘ohana. I urge your support of allowing
ULS to remain at its current site so UHM faculty and students can continue to benefit from what it offers.

1776 University Avenue, Wist Hall 214

Honolulu, Hawiai 96822-2463

Telephone: (808) 956-7775 Fax: (808) 956-6615
Email: edpsych@hawaii.edu

An Equal Opportunity Institution
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Thursday, January 15, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

FROM: Ashley Katamoto, UH Manoa Alumni, University Laboratory School Teacher
Referencing Board of Regents Agenda ltem V.E. Update on University Laboratory School.

I am writing to testify on the ways the University Laboratory School has benefited me as a
University of Hawai‘i student and alumni. As a University of Hawai‘i at Manoa student, my cohort
all did our student teaching at University Laboratory School and the experiences gained there
were invaluable. | was also hired at the University Laboratory School as an art teacher and have
been employed there for 13 years. During my time as a teacher at University Laboratory School
| have mentored two student teachers from University of Hawai‘i, had observations done by five
additional student teachers from University of Hawai‘i, and had countless visitors visit my
classroom. | have also worked with the College of Education summer programs, which employs
a number of University Laboratory School teachers and high school students and enrolls a
number of University Laboratory School students. | have witnessed my colleagues develop
curricula in partnership with CRDG (now CERI) as well as write and revise textbooks that have
been used across the state.

In the future, the UH-ULS partnership could continue to benefit the university and community in
multiple ways. Beyond serving as a training site for countless future educators, | think that the
UH-ULS partnership could serve as an important site for education innovation and research as
we go through a pivotal moment in education given all the advancements and new research
regarding the use of technology in schools. With education at a pivotal moment, this seems like
the most crucial time to maintain and strengthen the bond between a research university and a
laboratory school so that we can help to research and reshape what education could look like
for Hawai'i’s youth in the future.

The University Laboratory School provides invaluable resources to the community of Hawai'i by
serving as a hub of educational research and teacher preparation, contextualized in the State's
unique culture and context. Supporting the University Laboratory School and University of
Hawai'i partnership advances the quality of life and welfare of Hawai‘i's people and addresses
essential components of the University’s Mission and Vision. K-12 education is a critical
component of life for Hawai‘i’s residents, and we need to continue supporting and cultivating this
period within the University of Hawai‘i system.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Ashley Katamoto
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Thursday, January 15, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

FROM: Amber Strong Makaiau
Referencing Board of Regents Agenda Item V.E. Update on University Laboratory School.

As a University of Hawai'‘i faculty member, I am writing to testify that the University Laboratory
School plays a critical role in the programs and research opportunities offered at UHM. A great
strength of the UHM, COE is its Professional Development School (PDS) partnerships. Built

on the John Goodlad model, UHM COE PDS partnerships help to unite the university with a
number of P-12 schools to facilitate high quality teacher education, research, and schooling in
the State of Hawai‘i. The UH-ULS partnership is the flagship PDS at the COE. The benefits of

the partnership are numerous, including improved teacher preparation, enhanced professional
development, and ultimately, better student learning outcomes. Collaboration between the
UHM COE and P-12 schools foster a shared learning environment where university faculty,



graduate students, teacher candidates, practicing teachers, and visiting scholars can collaborate
on research, scholarship, teaching practices, and curriculum development. In the future, the
UH-ULS partnership will continue to benefit the university and community in all of the ways
described above.

Finally, in a recent UH News article, it was reported that “The University of Hawai‘i at Manoa has
been selected to receive the 2026 Carnegie Elective Classification for Community Engagement, a
national designation recognizing higher education institutions for deep, sustained collaboration
with their communities. The recognition highlights UH Manoa’s campus-wide commitment to
community partnerships and public service." The UH-ULS partnership is a great example of why
UHM received this prestigious classification.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Amber Strong Makaiau
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Thursday, January 15, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

FROM: S. Shankar, Professor, UHM
Referencing Board of Regents Agenda Item V.E. Update on University Laboratory School.

I am writing to testify on the ways the University Laboratory School has benefited me as a
University of Hawai'i faculty member. I am the parent of a child who went to ULS and then on to
a successful career in college. ULS is a tremendous resource to Hawai'i and I hope you will ensure
its continued existence and success.

In the future, the UH-ULS partnership could continue to benefit the university and community
in multiple ways. Not only does it provide a great education to a diverse body of students, it's
a place of pedagogical innovation and experimentation with regard to the specific knowledges
relevant to our state's student body.



The University Laboratory School provides invaluable resources to the community of Hawai'‘i

by serving as a hub of educational research and teacher preparation, contextualized in the
State's unique culture and context. Supporting the University Laboratory School and University
of Hawai'i partnership advances the quality of life and welfare of Hawai‘i's people and addresses
essential components of the University’s Mission and Vision. K-12 education is a critical
component of life for Hawai‘i’s residents, and we need to continue supporting and cultivating
this period within the University of Hawai'‘i system.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

S. Shankar
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My team runs a summer program (COE Summer Programs) for kids going into grades 1-9. We've been
doing this for many years. ULS has always supported the COE Summer Programs with the shared use
of the facilities, and resources including personnel, transportation, computers, classrooms, and AV
equipment. Without this, we would not have the space, equipment, or trained personnel to run our
program, and it would most likely shut the program down. That would also mean my staff would lose
their jobs since they are all on soft money and the money we bring in through the summer program is
a significant portion of our income.
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Dear Board of Regents,

The University Lab School has a special relationship with the University of Hawaii, and the College of
Education specifically. UH can be proud to have such a partner regarding research and curriculum
development for K-12 education. The ease with which faculty can collaborate with the school is enviable.
I appreciate this, as I have struggled to establish my own research at other DOE schools.

Both my sons graduated from the Lab School, having had tremendous support and unique programs
that shaped their successful progression to college and careers. My wife and I will be forever grateful
for this and for UH's role in the school's development. The quality of the faculty and the high student
success rate reflect the unique relationship the school has had with UH.

I have heard arguments that the Lab School is similar to other chapter schools and may simply need
to relocate as UH develops. It will still be the Lab School. This is not true! The Lab School is what it is
because of its location. Proximity is essential in this relationship and to the school's identity.

Let us all recognize this unique resource for UH, the broader educational community, and the families
that have benefited for decades from the Lab Schools’ existence. What higher purpose can compete
with what the Lab School contributes to our flagship campus at Manoa?
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Thursday, January 15, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

FROM: Scott Harano
University Laboratory School, Visual Arts Teacher

Referencing Board of Regents Agenda ltem V.E. Update on University Laboratory School.

I am writing to testify on the ways the University Laboratory School (ULS) has benefited me as a
University of Hawai‘i student. | received my Post-Baccalaureate Certification in Secondary
Education for Visual Arts from the University of Hawai‘i College of Education at Manoa. During
my certification program, | did two semesters of student teaching at the University Laboratory
School which eventually led to my employment at the ULS. Being able to complete my student
teaching practicum at ULS was an invaluable experience. ULS has a well-established visual
arts program that exposes students to a variety of different art forms. As a student teacher, it
was a great learning experience to see so many forms and disciplines of art being taught in the
classroom, as well as being able to learn and observe various teaching techniques from
teachers in the art department. To this day, much of what | learned during my time as a student
teacher at ULS still informs the way | teach today.

| think the UH-UHLS partnership is truly beneficial to the development of new teachers in our
education system. | have experienced both ends of the spectrum—obeserving and teaching as a
student teacher as well as serving as a mentor for a student teacher, both at ULS. Part of the
mission of ULS is to serve as a seedbed for educational research, and having been a student
teacher implementing research in the classroom as a part of my program to earn my teaching
credential as well as witnessing my mentee do the same has shown me how great ULS is as a
place to conduct educational research, proving to be a valuable resource for UH.

Together, the partnership between UH and ULS prove to be mutually beneficial in their missions
to provide meaningful education to their students and support the continuation of research in the
field of education. Supporting the link between these two institutions is important to the future
development of students at both the University of Hawai‘i and University Laboratory School, with
the goal of cultivating a generation of educated and informed individuals who can contribute to
our communites of Hawai'i.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Scott Harano
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Thursday, January 15, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

FROM: Kaitlyn Sakamoto
Former Student

Referencing Board of Regents Agenda Item V.E. Update on University Laboratory School.

I am writing to testify on the ways the University Laboratory School has benefited me as a
University of Hawai‘i student. | would like to share the various ways in which the University
Laboratory School has benefited me as a University of Hawai'i student and to highlight the
importance of continuing and strengthening. During the most recent semester | had taken STE
403E with Waynele Yu. As part of the course we had the opportunity to visit the University
Laboratory School and observe teaching and learning in an authentic K-12 environment. Being
able to see how the theory we learned about and discussed in class translated into practice
regarding the different philosophies of education was enlightening.

In the future, the UH-ULS partnership could continue to benefit the university and community in
multiple ways. This opportunity can strengthen teacher preparation, support innovation in
education, and directly serve students across the state.

By supporting this partnership it encourages active, experiential learning for its students while
fostering collaboration, research, and educational practices that are responsive to the cultural
and community context. In my time at UH Manoa | have come to appreciate the deep sense of
community that UH Manoa prioritizes and feel that this value is central to the field of education
and maintaining this partnership with the University Laboratory School is vital in cultivating
better teachers in the future with not only knowledge but capabilities.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Kaitlyn Sakamoto
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Thursday, January 15, 2026

TO: Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

FROM: Waynele Yu
Assistant Professor, UH Manoa College of Education

Referencing Board of Regents Agenda ltem V.E. Update on University Laboratory School.

I am writing to testify to the valuable role the University Laboratory School (ULS) plays in the
development of future educators at the University of Hawai'i. | teach STE 403E, an educational
inquiry course required for all Education minors. Since the inception of this course in Fall 2019,
ULS has been a vital partner, allowing our students to visit several classrooms each semester.
The ULS faculty, staff, and administration consistently demonstrate a high level of graciousness
and attentiveness. The seamless coordination allows students to focus on learning rather than
the logistics of the visit. In addition, the proximity of ULS to the College of Education has been
extremely beneficial, allowing students to observe the Children‘s Center and ULS in one class
period.

During their visit, students complete a classroom observation assignment. While we discuss and
model a variety of pedagogies and strategies to support diverse learners in class, ULS provides
a unique opportunity for students to observe effective teaching and innovative practice at a
public school. Multiple students each semester incorporate their experience at ULS into their
final What School Could Be Project, where they apply what they learned throughout the
semester to reimagine school as they think it should be.

In closing, this partnership has allowed Education minor students to observe effective, culturally
responsive instruction in action. Continued support of the University Laboratory School and
University of Hawai‘i partnership advances the University’s mission by fostering students’
understanding of educational excellence so that they are prepared to advocate for and
contribute to a thriving public school system.

Mahalo for your time and consideration,
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