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UN IVERS IT;Y Hawai‘inuiakea School of Hawaiian Knowledge
Of HAWAI J* Office of the Dean

MANOA

May 4, 2026

TO:  University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents Committee on Student Success

FR Jonathan K Osorio, Dean, HSHK mﬁfdn/ /< OMW

RE: TESTIMONY TO BOR STUDENT SUCCESS MEETING ON RP 5.213

Aloha Regents

My name is Jonathan Kay Kamakawiwo‘ole Osorio. I am the departing dean of Hawai‘inuiakea
School of Hawaiian Knowledge. I wish to speak in favor of the Manoa Faculty Senate’s resolution
amending President Hensels proposal with regard to a system wide general education process (RP
5.213) The Senate’s amendment reads:

The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general
education conference committee with faculty representatives from each campus shared
governance body that will periodically review the general education requirements for approval
by the campus faculty shared governance bodies.

This language is important because the President’s proposal to modify RP 5.213 places the initiative
for General Education review and reform in the hands of administrators when the responsibility for
teaching this curriculum and evaluating its usefulness and relevance to a campus or to the system has
historically and logically been with faculty. There are good reasons for this precedent and I will offer
this example from Manoa’s recent experience with GenEd renovation.

In 2022, then UH President Lassner convened a General Education redesign committee consisting of
representative faculty system wide to propose changes to our current curriculum. The Foundations in
Hawaiian Knowledge requirement proposal emerged from a committee of Hawai‘inuiakea faculty
that worked from April of 2022 to April of 2025 to respond to initial and subsequent proposals by
that system wide comittee. When that committee sunsetted, we brought this proposal to the Manoa
faculty senate in the fall of 2024.

All of that work researching, writing and re-writing that proposal helped secure the senate’s approval
in 2025 but just as important as our work was the fact that the time was ripe for bringing this campus
to agreement. There was near unanimous recognition on our senate that a stand alone Hawaiian
Knowledge requirement was necessary, the result of years of deliberating strategic plans and
WASC accreditation. Our faculty perceived that this Foundations requirement along with a new
focus requirement in sustainability, were the correct innovations to Manoa’s general education
curriculum.

In not wishing to speak for the other colleges and universities in the system, Manoa’s faculty senate
was prudently exercising its kuleana for this campus. And while President Hensel has made good
arguments for why gened revision should be system wide, her policy change places the initiative and

governance for gened in a council of administrators. Even with faculty participation on this council,
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this will not work nearly as well as the deliberate, and yes, slow and occasionally contentious work
that our faculty did to recognize the changing social, cultural and political conditions existing in this
remarkable institution and voting to institute the appropriate changes in our curriculum.

I urge the regents to take the time to consider the Faculty Senate’s amendment to the President’s
proposal and to act accordingly.



UNIVERSITY
of HAWAI'I BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

o SYSTEM

RE: Agenda Item IV. E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents
Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

1 message

Adam Pang <adampang@hawaii.edu> Tue, May 5, 2026 at 1:06 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Regents,

| support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee‘’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:
2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide
general education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general

education requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback underlined):

2. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide
general education conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each
campus shared governance body that will periodically review the general education
requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared governance bodies.

Sincerely,
Adam Pang

Adam Pang

Program Coordinator

Academic Resource Center

University of Hawai'i at Manoa

Agricultural Engineering Institute Rm 111
3131 Maile Way, Honolulu, HI 96822
808-956-6114

adampang@hawaii.edu
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/undergrad/Learning


mailto:adampang@hawaii.edu
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/undergrad/Learning
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/undergrad/Learning
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Agenda Item IV. E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy
(RP) 5.213 General Education

1 message

Andrew Reilly <areilly@hawaii.edu> Tue, May 5, 2026 at 4:04 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Regents,

| support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee‘s Resolution Recommending Strengthening Shared
Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section 111.C.2 proposed wording:
2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback underlined):

2. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely,
Andy Reilly, PhD

Andy Reilly | Professor

> College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resilience (CTAHR)
UNIVERSITY

of HAWAI'T Fashion Design and Merchandising.
MANOA
Ke Kulanui o Hawai'i ma Manoa t: 808-956-5061 | e: areilly@hawaii.edu

https://cms.ctahr.hawaii.edu
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Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Thomas Tsutsumoto

Your Organization (optional)

Division of Student Success UHM

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

thomast@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely,
Thomas



Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 5, 2026 at 1:06 PM



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Michele Favreau

Your Organization (optional)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

mah8@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Comments Only

Your Testimony/Comments

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 5, 2026 at 5:35 PM



UNIVERSITY
of HAWAI'I BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

SYSTEM

Agenda Item IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP
5.213) General Education

Amy Nishimura <amynn@hawaii.edu> Wed, May 6, 2026 at 11:58 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Regents,

My name is Amy Nishimura and | am a Professor of English at the University of Hawai'i
West O'ahu. | support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee‘’s Resolution
Recommending Strengthening Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213
General Education:

RP 5.213 Section II1.C.2 proposed wording:
2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a
systemwide general education governance structure that will periodically review

and update the general education requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after

feedback underlined):

2. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a
systemwide general education conference committee with faculty
representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that will
periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the
campus faculty shared governance bodies.

Mahalo, Amy Nishimura



e

UNIVERSITY
of HAWAI'T'

WEST O‘AHU

Amy Nishimura, PhD
Professor of English

Humanities Division
Email: amynn@hawaii.edu

University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu
91-1001 Farrington Hwy, Kapolei, HI 96707
westoahu.hawaii.edu
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Agenda Item IV. E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy
(RP) 5.213 General Education

1 message

Kevin Wilkins <wilkins6@hawaii.edu> Wed, May 6, 2026 at 1:26 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Regents,

| support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee‘s Resolution Recommending Strengthening Shared
Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section 111.C.2 proposed wording:
2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback underlined):

2. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely, Kevin Wilkins

Kevin Wilkins

Senator, Manoa Faculty Senate

Instructor, Department of Special Education

UNIVERSITY of HAWAI'l at MANOA, College of Education
Wist Hall, 1776 University Ave, Honolulu, HI 96822
475.223.5466, wilkins6@hawaiii.edu

My Zoom Link

2025

Cohort Kaulua

Wayfinding Toward a Native Hawaiian
Place of Learning

NHPol. Cohort Kaulna Website


https://www.google.com/maps/search/1776+University+Ave,+Honolulu,+HI+96822?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:wilkins6@hawaiii.edu
https://coehawaii.zoom.us/j/9052682101
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/nhpol/auamo/cohort-kaulua/

Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

David Stupplebeen

Your Organization (optional)

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Department of Public Health Sciences

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

dstupp@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee's Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely,
David Stupplebeen, PhD MPH



Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 6, 2026 at 9:58 AM



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Waynele Yu

Your Organization (optional)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

waynele@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Oppose

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I am writing as a current faculty member and alumnus of UH Manoa to oppose the revisions to the
Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education. As someone who has benefited from UHM's
general education curriculum, I support the General Education content, but the proposed policy needs
stronger language to maintain a strong shared governance over the curriculum.

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that



will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Mahalo for your consideration,
Waynele Yu

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 6, 2026 at 11:45 AM



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Kapena Shim

Your Organization (optional)

University of Hawai‘i Manoa - Library Services

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

kapena@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

The current proposed wording in RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 is as follows:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Shared faculty governance is essential to the success of general education (GE). Faculty are in the
classrooms and are the ones who work closely with students to meet their educational needs. They
are the ones who will take these GE requirements and build the curriculum—course by course, lesson
by lesson.

Periodically convening faculty from across the UH System to review the general education requirements
will help ensure that the requirements meet our students' needs and prepare them for success in the
workforce. They know where our students are in their learning and where they need to be to achieve
their career goals.



I recommend replacing the proposed wording above with the wording below. Note: the blue italics
shows the changes from the original proposed wording.

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Mahalo,

Kapena Shim

UHM General Education Committee (GEC) member, 2025-2026
UHM Hawaiian Collection Librarian

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 6, 2026 at 12:24 PM



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Dorothy Church

Your Organization (optional)

University of Hawaii at Manoa

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

dlchurch@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely, Dorothy Church
Assistant Professor
The School of Cinematic Arts



https://manoa.hawaii.edu/cinema/staff-member/daisy-church/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/cinema/staff-member/daisy-church/

University of Hawai'i at Manoa

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 6, 2026 at 2:02 PM



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Carmen Nolte-Odhiambo

Your Organization (optional)

UH West O'ahu

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

cnolte@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Comments Only

Your Testimony/Comments

RE: Agenda Item IV. E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General
Education

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section II1.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics):

2.The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely,



Dr. Carmen Nolte-Odhiambo
Associate Professor of English
UH West O'ahu

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 6, 2026 at 2:36 PM



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Matthew Pitts

Your Organization (optional)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

mwpitts@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely,
Matthew Pitts



Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 6, 2026 at 2:51 PM



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Lois A. Yamauchi

Your Organization (optional)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

yamauchi@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Comments Only

Your Testimony/Comments

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

Yamauchi BOE testimony 05.06.26.pdf

Submission Date

May 6, 2026 at 3:03 PM
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UNIVERSITY St o Educton
of HAWAI'l®

MANOA

Ke Kulanui o Hawai‘i ma Manoa

May 6, 2026

Board of Regents
University of Hawai‘i

Re: Agenda Item IV. E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213
General Education

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee‘s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section II1.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide
general education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general
education requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

2. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general
education conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared
governance body that will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by
the campus faculty shared governance bodies.

Aloha,

MQW

Lois A. Yamauchi
Professor and Chair

1776 University Avenue, Wist Hall 214

Honolulu, Hawiai 96822-2463

Telephone: (808) 956-7775 Fax: (808) 956-6615
Email: edpsych@hawaii.edu

An Equal Opportunity Institution



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Andrew Wertheimer

Your Organization (optional)

UHM SCI

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

wertheim@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

Aloha e UH Regents,

I'm briefly writing to give my wholehearted support of the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s
Resolution Recommending Strengthening Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213
General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

I believe this is important for us to maintain a democratic workplace, where we can all work together
towards shared goals. Unfortunately I have seen a number of times when faculty representation was



ignored and good governance protocol was ignored. Some decisions were made that later had to take
even longer because they had not been approved by the Faculty Senate or the Union. This resolution
helps us to avoid any confusions or efforts to remove faculty co-governance. Thank you for considering
my strong support.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew B. Wertheimer, Ph.D.

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

May 6, 2026 at 3:15 PM
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SYSTEM

testimony in support of MFS Exec Com Res strengthening shared governance
language
1 message

Kathy E Ferguson <kferguso@hawaii.edu> Wed, May 6, 2026 at 3:48 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Hello,
Please accept my testimony for the BOR regarding RP 5.213 General Education.

Thank you,

Kathy Ferguson

Professor

Departments of Political Science and WGSS, UH Manoa
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College of Social Sciences

UN IVE RS ITY Department of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
of HAWAI'l®

MANOA

TO: University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents Committee on Student Success
FROM: Kathy Ferguson, Professor

i
RE: Testimony to BOR student success meeting on RP 5.213

Good day.

My name is Kathy Ferguson and | have been a professor in the Departments of Political Science and Women'’s,
Gender, and Sexuality Studies since 1985. | am currently serving in the Manoa Faculty Senate, including as
secretary on the Academic Policy and Planning Committee (CAPP), and also served on the system-wide Gen Ed
Conference Committee in fall, 2025. | was also a member of the Manoa Faculty Senate thirty years ago when we
carried out a previous major Gen Ed revision and | have taught a number of courses in various Gen Ed
categories.

| strongly support the academic content of the proposed Gen Ed curriculum. It maintains a strong commitment
to a broad education across the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences, while adding a valuable new
requirement in Foundations of Hawaiian Knowledge and keeping the overall size of the Gen Ed requirements at
the existing level.

| also strongly support the amendment to President Hensel’s proposal from the Manoa Faculty Senate
resolution, which reads as follows:

The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body
that will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty
shared governance bodies.

In my conversations with UH Manoa administrators regarding this amendment, | was cautioned that an earlier
version of this amendment would have imposed Manoa’s preference onto all the campuses, which is certainly
not our intent. Our committees have been working with representatives of all ten campuses on this matter, and
we have learned from each other and come to a shared understanding. The intent of the amendment is that the
shared governance body on each campus will select faculty representatives to review the Gen Ed curriculum as
needed. This is consistent with our policies and our histories which place control over our curriculum squarely in
the hands of the faculty, where it belongs.

Thank you for considering my testimony.

2424 Maile Way, Saunders Hall 722
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822
Telephone: (808) 956-7464

Fax: (808)956-9616
wgss.manoa.hawaii.edu

An Equal Opportunity Institution



UNIVERSITY
of HAWAI'I BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

SYSTEM

Student Success Meeting - Agenda Item IV.E

1 message

Chair - Manoa Faculty Senate <mfschair@hawaii.edu> Wed, May 6, 2026 at 9:47 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Enclosed please find my personal testimony and a resolution from the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee and
General Education Committee.

Marguerite A. Butler

Chair, Manoa Faculty Senate

University of Hawai'‘i at Manoa

Hawaii Hall 208, 2500 Campus Road, Honolulu HI 96822

2 attachments

.D BOR Testimony - RP5.213 Student Success - May 7 2026.pdf
105K

.D MFSEC Resolution Recommending Changes to Governance Wording in RP 5.213 General Education-1.pdf
183K
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FROM: Marguerite Butler, Chair of the Manoa Faculty Senate
Member, General Education Conference Committee
Member, All Campus Council of Faculty Senate Chairs
Professor, School of Life Sciences
TO: Board of Regents Student Success Committee
RE: Agenda Item IV.E Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy
(RP) 5.213 General Education
Personal Testimony
DATE: May 7, 2026

Aloha Regents and President Hensel,

It is exciting to be here at the finish line for the Regents Policy on General Education. It's a good
policy. The give-and-take led to an improved policy for all campuses, and the Manoa Faculty
Senate team is truly grateful for the collaborative discussion and inclusion of our comments in
the final proposal and Regents Policy. The last remaining issue is that of Shared Governance. In
the attached Resolution passed unanimously by our Executive and General Education
Committees we request the following language in Section II1.C.2:

2. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide
general education conference committee with faculty representatives selected by
each campus shared governance body that will periodically review the general
education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared governance
bodies.

| realize that the governance structure is drafted in the new Executive Policy, but people can
have different ideas and over time it could disappear. Regents do not approve Executive Policy.
We believe that it is vital for the Regents to ensure that the University of Hawai‘i preserves its
excellent curriculum cultivated by robust shared governance.

I have heard some wonder why change takes so long, and at times it may even be a little
tempting to cut out the faculty altogether. But that would not be a good idea. The best ideas
come from the bottom up faculty collaboration — that is vetted, discussed, and improved across
the University through faculty senates. By the time you see the proposal, many of our talented
faculty have already poked, honed, and hardened it — and faculty are critical :) — which is
intentional because we all want what is best for our students.

Negotiations will work better when they are done by representatives selected by our faculty
senates. Because you want the proposal to be approved, and you want it to be embraced and
adopted. When you see a representative, you are looking at the tip of the iceberg as the faculty
senate connects all of the constituencies — and brings them along the process as we consult
back and report forward. It is critical to bring our hui along so that change is embraced and
well-executed.



| have watched this process over many years. What worked really well this time was that we had
MORE meetings. We came together as a “Gen Ed Hui” so that we could have all of the Faculty
Senate chairs, and all of their Gen Ed people together in the same conversation. We could
finally understand what was important to the other campuses. While the Community Colleges
have their UHCC meetings, the 4-years really have no idea what is important to CC‘s nor to the
other 4-year campuses. Finally we could learn what were the pressure points, and why, and
share information. It turns out that all 10 campuses share the same main concerns, and we all
want our students to realize their dreams. Free and fluid conversation was really critical so that
we could work out the best compromise, and go back and explain to our own campus why they
should accept the compromise. This is no small thing — it is critical to build trust for our mutual
success.

Working as a system means we have to understand each other. Please trust the faculty, it is our
life's work to nurture the next generation. Help us do this important work by promoting robust
shared governance through this modest update to the language.



UNIVERSITY MAaNoA FACULTY SENATE
of HAWAI'T'
MANOA

A resolution recommending strengthening shared governance in the Regents Policy on General Education
5.213. Approved unanimously by the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee with 6 votes in support and
approved unanimously by the General Education Committee with 8 votes in support on May 4, 2026.

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING STRENGTHENING SHARED GOVERNANCE LANGUAGE IN
REGENTS POLICY RP 5.213 GENERAL EDUCATION

Preamble: The Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee and General Education Committee appreciates the
incorporation of many comments into policy development, but there remains an issue on shared governance. On March
25,2026 the Manoa Faculty Senate passed a resolution unanimously that transmitted suggestions regarding proposed
changes to RP 5.213, in particular related to shared governance oversight of curriculum and faculty purview over
curriculum, which was not adopted.

WHEREAS, shared governance plays a critical role in providing the faculty voice as well as sharing information between
faculty across the 10 campuses of the UH System; and

WHEREAS, the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee received additional feedback on wording changes desired
by other campuses;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee and MFS General Education
Committee recommends preserving the guarantee of robust shared governance involvement by replacing the proposed
changes to RP 5.213 Section II1.C.2:

Wording under consideration:
2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide
general education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general
education requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback underlined):

2. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general
education conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared
governance body that will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by
the campus faculty shared governance bodies.

; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution be transmitted to the UH Board of Regents, UH
System President and Manoa CEO Wendy Hensel, Vice President for Academic Strategy Deborah Halbert, Interim
Associate Vice Assistant for Academic Affairs Kahele Dukelow, Associate Vice President for Academic Programs and
Policy Alan Rosenfeld, UH Manoa Interim Provost Vassilis Syrmos, UH Manoa Interim Vice Provost of Academic

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAT‘T AT MANOA FACULTY SENATE
2500 Campus Road ¢ Hawai‘i Hall 208 ¢« Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822
Phone: (808) 956-7725 * Fax/Polycom: (808) 956-9813

E-Mail: uhmfs@hawaii.edu * Website: http./www.hawaii.edu/uhmfs/
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Excellence Laura Lyons, UH Manoa Interim Associate Vice Provost of Academic Excellence Paul McKimmy, and the All
Campus Council of Faculty Senate Chairs.

Supporting Documents:

1. April 23 MES Executive Committee Resolution on RP 5.213 opposing governance changes
March 25th MFES Resolution on RP 5.213 and Recommended Changes (redline)
Proposed changes (redline) to Regents Policy 5.213 (existing policy)

AAUP Statement on Government of Colleges and Universities (1966, 1990)
Regents’ Policy 1.210 on Faculty Involvement in Academic Decision-Making and Academic Policy Development
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Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Daniel Huber

Your Organization (optional)

University of Hawaii

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

huberd@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Comments Only

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 Wording under consideration:

The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text:

The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely,
Daniel Huber

Your Testimony (pdf or word)
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Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Brad E Taylor

Your Organization (optional)

University of Hawaii at Manoa

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

brad2@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

BOR RP 5.213 Testimony.pdf
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UNIVERSITY Department of Art and Art History
Of HAWAI'T® College of Arts, Languages & Letters

MANOA

To: The University of Hawaii Board of Regents Student Success Committee
From: Brad Taylor /%

RE: Testimony on General Education RP 5.213

Aloha Reagents,

My name is Brad Taylor, | am a professor at UH Manoa and the current Chair of the Department of
Art and Art History. | am a member of the Manoa Faculty Senate, my committee choice on the
Senate has been to serve on the General Education Committee. (GEC) | was the Vice Chair of the
GEC during the 2023-24 academic year, | chaired the GEC for the 2024-25 academic year, and this
year 2025-26 | serve as a Co-Chair of the GEC. This year | also served as one of the Manoa
representatives on the General Education Conference Committee. (GECC)

| am proud to have been a part of the GEC during the last 3 years, and the GECC this year, where
much of our work was dedicated toward the proposed General Education curriculum that you are
considering. The Faculty voice in the shared governance process is an important piece of our
contribution to the education system here in Hawaii. We achieved a strong 10 campus consensus
behind the proposal which includes a requirement of Foundations of Hawaiian Knowledge which is
new. It does this while keeping overall credit commitments at the same level.

That said, please carefully consider including the amendment to the proposal which reads:

The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general
education conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared
governance body that will periodically review the general education requirements for
consultation by the campus faculty shared governance bodies.

The point of this amendment is to retain that spirit of multi campus collaboration which was so crucial
over the many meetings and conversations which led to the systemwide General Education proposal
under consideration. I believe that this amendment strengthens shared governance and our
commitments to that process. The curriculum is central to the faculty across the entire system. This
amendment passes the spirit forward to future faculty. This empowers us to consider future General
Education revision proposals with the same collaborative spirit that empowered this one.

Thank You for Your consideration.

2535 McCarthy Mall « Honolulu, HI 96822
Telephone: (808) 956-8251 « Fax (808) 956-9043
Email: uhart@hawaii.edu » www.hawaii.edu/art

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Samantha Giridhar

Your Organization (optional)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

swon@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

RE: Agenda Item IV. E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General
Education

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely, Samantha



Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response
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Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Eve Millett

Your Organization (optional)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

millett@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.D. Request Approval of the University of Hawai‘i 10-Campus General Education Proposal

Your Position (required)

Oppose

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely,
Eve Millett

Your Testimony (pdf or word)
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Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Esther Widiasih

Your Organization (optional)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

Widiasih@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

SS - IV.E. Request Approval of Revisions to the Board of Regents Policy (RP) 5.213 General Education

Your Position (required)

Comments Only

Your Testimony/Comments

Dear Regents,

I support the Manoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee’s Resolution Recommending Strengthening
Shared Governance Language in Regents Policy 5.213 General Education:

RP 5.213 Section III.C.2 proposed wording:

2. The President and the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall develop a systemwide general
education governance structure that will periodically review and update the general education
requirements.

Replace with recommended text (key language changes in blue italics, with changes after feedback
underlined):

1. The Office of the Vice President for Academic Strategy shall convene a systemwide general education
conference committee with faculty representatives selected by each campus shared governance body that
will periodically review the general education requirements for consultation by the campus faculty shared
governance bodies.

Sincerely,
esther



Your Testimony (pdf or word)
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1 message

On Wed, May 6, 2026 at 9:28 PM Sarita Rai <sarita@hawaii.edu> wrote:

Dear Regents,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this historic occasion regarding the implementation of a seamless System
General Education across all campuses. While | was not a member of the General Education Conference Committee, |
recognize the significant effort they contributed to reach this point.

Outside of the committee, | had the opportunity to engage with faculty members from both community colleges and
four-year campuses. These discussions were invaluable for fostering mutual understanding. For example, as a
representative from UH Manoa, | initially found it unclear why community colleges emphasized Focus courses in the
first and second years. Through our dialogue, we learned this is a specific accreditation requirement for those
institutions.

| hope this spirit of collaboration continues. It is essential that we do not operate in silos, but instead continue to learn
from one another as we move forward.

Thank you again for your time and for the opportunity to share these reflections.
Sincerely,
Sarita Rai

Personal Testimony
Vice Chair MFS
Director of the Study Abroad Center

Sarita Rai, Ph.D.

Director

University of Hawai'i at Manoa Study Abroad Center
Moore Hall 115

1890 E-W Road

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

808-956-4738
sarita@hawaii.edu

zoom url: https://hawaii.zoom.us/my/saritarai
password: 728797

www.studyabroad.hawaii.edu
www.facebook.com/uhmstudyabroad
twitter.com/uhmstudyabroad
2024 Recipient of NASPA: Knowledge Community International Education, Best Practices in Student Affairs Global Partnership Award
for Sarita Rai and the Study Abroad Center.

"Dare to Discover, Dare to Learn, Dare to Understand”
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