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Chair Takai, Vice Chair Tamayo and Committee Members.    
 
I am in support of establishing a School of Global and Public Health.   
 
The University of Hawaii School of Public Health lost its accreditation in 2000.  It 
was placed in the John A. Burns School of Medicine within the Office of Public 
Health Studies.   The commitment was made to seek re-accreditation within five 
years.  We need established programs in five areas of excellence—
epidemiology, biostatistics, behavioral health, environmental health, and 
healthcare policy/hospital administration.  We have two programs accredited that 
we can give Masters in Public Health degree with specializations in epidemiology 
and social-behavioral health.   
 
I firmly believe that the State of Hawaii requires an accredited school of public 
health, which not only serves our public health, but also will serve the greater 
Pacific region.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.   


