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Chair Takai, Vice Chair Tamayo and Members of the Committee:

University of Hawai i at Hilo is the State’s comprehensive university
offering bachelor degrees, select graduate degrees and professional programs.
Additionally, UH Hilo’s emphasis is on applied research, and integrates our
island’s natural and cultural learning laboratory in our teaching and research.

University of Hawai i at Hilo is committed to meet the social, economic
and workforce needs of the Big Island and the State of Hawai“i. We are the
gateway for Hawai i’s first generation students to receive a college degree and
enter the workforce.

Beginning as the Hawai i Vocational School in 1941, the University has
grown and changed throughout the years to meet the educational needs of the
community, and in 1970 was organized under its present name.

Throughout the years we have sustained a steady increase in enroliment,
with the highest percentage gain in the UH system of 8.8 percent as reported in
Fall 2003. We have also increased our grant dollars from $3 million in 1998 to
currently over $15 million dollars.

UH Hilo’s ultimate goals are (1) to be recognized and promoted as the
State’s comprehensive university, and (2) to achieve full capacity as a
comprehensive university of 5,000 students. We have had many discussions
with the UH system on the historical under funding of UH Hilo, our demonstrated
success of steady and sustained student enrollment, and our need to be
recognized and supported with the level of funding needed to reach full capacity
as the State’s comprehensive university.

We remain optimistic that the recognition and support from the UH
system is forthcoming. At the same time, without a clear and timely
commitment of resources, we feel the same frustration as expressed in this
resolution in our ability to strategically plan for our growth and development.



