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Chair Magaoay, Vice Chair Tokioka, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HCR 43 HD1 / HR 43 HD1, which requests
that a management and financial audit of the Manoa Athletic Department be conducted
in light of the state of the athletics facilities.

The University has for many years had an annual financial audit of the Manoa Athletic
Department conducted by an external, independent CPA firm. The CPA firm also
annually conducts an audit of the Athletic Department’s compliance with NCAA Bylaw
6.2.3.1 as required by the NCAA. Reports on the results of these audits are presented
at public Board of Regents meetings.

In addition, as has been done in the past when there is change in leadership of a major
department or college of the University, we plan to have a management audit of the
Manoa Athletic Department conducted by an independent CPA firm so that the new
Athletic Director may begin his tenure with a fresh slate. The Audit Committee of the
Board of Regents, in their recent meeting, indicated their intent to include this in the
University’s internal audit plan.

Accordingly, since the audits requested by this resolution already have been or are
going to be performed, we respectfully recommend that this resolution be held in order
to avoid unnecessary expenditure of state resources in duplicative efforts.

As you know, maintenance and repair across the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
campus is a mounting concern, and we are very grateful for the growing interest in this
problem—and in particular for recent efforts by the Legislature and others to help find
creative solutions to the critical state of our campus infrastructure.



It is no secret that restoring the Manoa campus and making it a destination of choice is
a top priority. Facilities deterioration on campus represents our major challenge. Such
deterioration didn’t happen overnight, but rather is the result of decades of neglected
repairs and maintenance.

In this our Centennial year, we have much to celebrate. We were able to bring Hawai'i
to New Orleans for the experience of a lifetime watching our very own Warriors compete
in the Sugar Bowl. It was thrilling, and there is great pride in our entire institution and
particularly our athletics program, for being able to accomplish that experience and to
our community for their unbelievable support.

This experience generated great pride in being affiliated with UH—it was palpable and
visible in New Orleans. Through athletics, folks learned a lot about Hawai‘i and UH
Manoa; such recognition benefits the State and our sister UH campuses.

Along with pride, however, competition at the national level brought with it the
recognition that many of our campus facilities are in need of a major overhaul. This is
the case in athletics and across the campus. It will take a tremendous effort by all of
our supporters to have facilities that can support our mission. Athletics contributes
positively to the citizens of our state, and we now have a team in place to accomplish
the goals that the legislature wants and that the university shares.

In closing, our hope for the future is that we can work together to realize the full
potential of UH Manoa as a beautiful, intellectually stimulating center of activity — in that
way, UH Manoa can best serve the State of Hawai‘i and also be a strong partner for our
sister UH campuses. We know your investment in the university generates great
returns because our alumni, athletics programs, public service, and research advances
all contribute positively to the lives of our citizens.

Mahalo.



