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I am pleased to contribute the expertise of the College of Tropical Agriculture and 
Human Resources (CTAHR) to the decision-making process on Senate Bill 1065, S.D. 2 
which appropriates funds to the University of Hawai‘i for CTAHR research and outreach 
programs to develop and promote high-value agricultural products, breeding programs, 
and related activities. 
 
Hawai‘i agriculture and its value-added products contribute $2.4 billion and more than 
38,000 jobs to the state’s economy. Diversified agriculture—the production of crops 
other than sugarcane and pineapple—is an expanding economic sector that generates 
70% of the state’s farm revenues and employs more than 70% of the state’s agricultural 
work force. 
 
During the past decade, CTAHR’s work to advance Hawai‘i agriculture through research, 
instruction, and outreach has faced great financial challenges. Between 1995 and 2001, 
the base budget fell by $3.5 million, and the college lost 36 faculty positions. The 
legislature helped remedy this situation by passing Act 234, Session Laws of Hawai‘i 
2001, which appropriated $500,000 for each year of the 2001–2003 biennium. 
 
CTAHR used the Act 234 funds to hire nine faculty members in three key areas: 

• high-value agricultural products and breeding 
• agricultural biotechnology 
• environmentally sound agricultural management practices 

 
Act 234 contained language to add the appropriation to the UH base budget. However, 
budgetary restrictions prevented the university from rolling these funds into the 2003–
2005 budget. As a result, the college had fewer resources to meet growing demand for its 
services: between 2003 and 2004, CTAHR’s budget declined by 3%, while student 
enrollment grew by 11%. In 2004, the legislature addressed this shortfall by passing Act 



223, which appropriated $500,000 for CTAHR research programs in FY2004–2005, 
again providing that the funds be added to the UH base budget. SB1065, SD2 requests an 
appropriation for FY2005–2006 to continue funding the nine faculty members hired with 
the money made available by Act 234, SLH 2001. We ask that you amend the bill to 
include an appropriation for FY2006–2007 as well, providing funding continuity for 
these valuable members of CTAHR’s faculty.  
 
The faculty hired with Act 234 funds serve farmers, horticulturists, and landscapers on 
Hawai‘i and Maui, teach undergraduate and graduate students at the Mānoa campus, and 
engage in field and laboratory research to 

• address the pest, disease, and nutrition issues faced by Hawai‘i growers 
• introduce new products to the Hawai‘i market 
• promote Hawai‘i products in the state, on the mainland, and abroad 
• create innovative technologies and develop new value-added goods 
• investigate how management of Hawai‘i’s forests and watersheds can support 

profitable industries, protect sensitive land and coastal resources, and help 
recharge our aquifers. 

 
Adding $500,000 to the UH base budget to support these vital faculty positions is an 
investment that will pay rich dividends far into Hawai‘i’s future.  
 
I support SB1065, SD2 provided that its passage does not replace or adversely impact 
priorities as indicated in our Executive Biennium Budget. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 

 


