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Chair Green, Chair Shimabukuro, and Members of the Committees:

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. The University of Hawai‘i at Manoa supports
Senate Bill 2831 SD1, which would allocate funds to the University of Hawai‘i Center on
Aging for program expenses and faculty positions in an effort to bolster research and
education on issues related to eldercare in the State of Hawai'i.

The University of Hawai‘i at Manoa (UHM) is deeply committed to education, research,
and service across multiple disciplines in the area of aging. The Center on Aging was
established by the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents in 1988 to address the needs
of the elderly in the State of Hawai‘i, and Hawai‘i’'s demographics underline the
importance of such a center. Therefore and in response to legislative requests, we have
prepared a funding proposal for a Center on Aging that is sustainable, inclusive,
transparent, and interdisciplinary to address the needs of the elderly across the state.

The Center will bring together people and resources within the State of Hawai‘i to
advance healthcare, public policy, education, legal concerns, research, and other issues
associated with the process of aging. Its focal point will be to strengthen efforts
dedicated to understanding the aging process and addressing the needs of the elderly
in Hawai'i. To provide this focal point, the Center will maintain both a multidisciplinary
UHM and statewide scope of activities.

| hope you will agree that this is an important endeavor that will greatly benefit the State
of Hawai‘i's growing elderly population. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



