
University of Hawai‘i
State Coalition Kickoff Meeting

MARCH 12, 2021



Mahalo for joining!
• UH President David Lassner

• Lieutenant Governor Josh Green and Jaime Green

• UH Food Drive Coordinators across all UH campuses

• Hawaii Foodbank staff liaisons 



What We Do



The people of Hawaii are one ‘ohana. Hawaii 
Foodbank provides food so that no one in our 
family goes hungry. We work to gather food and 
support from our communities. We then distribute 
food through charitable agencies to those in need. 
Our mission is from the heart, and we will fulfill our 
mission with integrity, humanity and aloha.

Our MISSION

Serving the people of Hawaii 
for 38 years

In 2020, Hawaii Foodbank distributed more than18.3MILLION pounds of food.



The official FOOD BANK OF 
THE STATE OF HAWAII

Hawaii Foodbank is a non-profit 501(c)3 agency that provides food assistance to the state of 
Hawaii. We serve O‘ahu and Kaua‘i directly while partnering with The Food Basket to serve Hawaii 
County and Maui Food Bank to serve Maui County. Together, we work to ensure that no one in our 
Hawaii ‘ohana goes hungry.

Hawaii Foodbank is a certified member of Feeding America — the nation’s largest hunger-relief 
organization, encompassing a network of 200 food banks across the United States. Hawaii 
Foodbank is also a proud partner agency of Aloha United Way and Kaua‘i United Way.



SOURCES of food

• Hawaii Foodbank operates out of two 
locations: our 23,668 square-foot 
warehouse on O‘ahu and our 4,750 
square-foot warehouse on Kaua‘i. 
Both warehouses are AIB inspected 
and certified for food safety. In our 
warehouses — we receive, inspect, 
sort, inventory, store, and distribute 
perishable and non-perishable food. 

• We receive food from food 
manufacturers and growers, food 
purchases, food retailers and 
wholesalers, Feeding America, 
individual and corporate food drives, 
and federal food commodities.



DISTRIBUTION of food
• Hawaii Foodbank partners with food 

pantries, homeless shelters, soup 
kitchens, domestic abuse shelters, 
rehabilitation centers and others to 
distribute food through feeding 
programs like the following: ‘Ohana 
Produce Plus, multiple Food 4 Keiki 
programs, the Senior Farmers’ 
Market Nutrition Program and the 
Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program.

• *This includes distribution to neighbor islands, as 
well as pet and hygiene programs.

As Hawaii’s leading hunger-relief organization, Hawaii Foodbank distributed more than 18.3 million 
pounds of food, including more than 4 MILLION pounds of fresh produce, on O‘ahu and Kaua‘i in 2020.



HUNGER touches EVERYONE

• As COVID-19 continues to impact our 
communities, those who struggle 
with hunger find themselves in a 
particularly vulnerable situation. 

• Meanwhile, the makeup of 
households facing hunger has 
changed drastically, and more and 
more families in Hawaii are finding 
themselves in need of help for the 
first time in their lives.



COVID -19 Response
Hawaii Foodbank has put various solutions in place to be able to continue providing safe food access 

throughout the pandemic, whether it be implementing safe practices in our warehouse to finding 
innovative ways to keep up with the increased demand caused by the pandemic 



SAFETY and well-being

• Hawaii Foodbank is maintaining operations and food distribution while 
implementing “best practices” in the areas of cleaning, sanitizing and 
social distancing. We are following the guidance of national, state and local 
health authorities.

• Feeding America is also offering guidance specific to food banks. We have 
taken many precautions to help make sure that our food and product 
remain safe, our distributions and volunteer activities continue, and, 
ultimately, our communities maintain access to the food they need while 
preventing the spread of COVID-19. 



PROGRAM Resilience

• Hawaii Foodbank recognizes that innovative solutions are paramount to 
maintaining the flow of food to people in need. 

• We are working closely with our network of food partner agencies to help keep 
as many food assistance opportunities open as possible. We are doing so by:

• prepacking emergency food boxes where necessary
• implementing drive-through distribution methods
• offering preregistration and taking other safety precautions as needed. 

• These adaptations have allowed our food assistance network to remain resilient 
in the wake of COVID-19.



PROGRAM RESILIENCE Food 4 Keiki
• The Food 4 Keiki School Pantry provides after-school 

snacks for young students, as well as additional family 
food bags to take home. 

• Mandatory school closures resulted in the temporary 
postponement of many of our School Pantries. 
Fortunately, food partner agencies like Wai‘anae Coast 
Comprehensive Health Center and our Kaua‘i Branch 
took steps to sustain several of our School Pantry sites 
during the pandemic. By implementing drive-through 
and contact-free food pickups, our Food 4 Keiki 
programs continue to ensure students have the food 
they need no matter what form school takes — virtual 
or in-person.

Throughout the 2019-2020 school year, the School Pantry program distributed nearly 1.3 MILLION 
POUNDS of food to more than 13,500 students and their families.



PROGRAM RESILIENCE ‘Ohana Produce Plus
• For more than 20 years, Hawaii Foodbank and 

participating food partner agencies have 
distributed millions of pounds of fresh produce, 
assorted dry goods and non-perishable food items 
through the ‘Ohana Produce Plus program. 

• Recipients of this program include families with low 
income, individuals with disabilities, the homeless, 
the working poor and, now, people impacted by 
COVID-19. For many Hawaii residents, ‘Ohana 
Produce Plus is their only source of fresh fruits and 
vegetables.

‘Ohana Produce Plus distributed more than 8.6 MILLION pounds of food
to under-served communities last year. 



PROGRAM RESILIENCE Senior Farmers’ 
Market Nutrition Program

• Provides low-income seniors with greater access to 
fresh fruits and vegetables at participating Farmer’s 
Markets.

• While the program experienced temporary 
closures due to stay-at-home orders in the summer, 
an extension was granted that allowed participants 
to redeem vouchers until Nov. 30.

Last year, the Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program served 6,267 certified participants on O‘ahu 
and Kaua‘i. Each senior received $50 worth of vouchers.



PROGRAM RESILIENCE 
Senior Food Box Program

• The Senior Food Box Program, otherwise known as the 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program, distributes food 
boxes to improve the health and mental status of seniors with 
low income. 

• Boxes contain supplemental foods such as, cheese, cereal, 
juice, peanut butter, rice, canned meat, fruits, vegetables, non-
fat dry milk and more. 

• This program is provided in partnership with the State of 
Hawaii and the Office of Community Services. 

Last year, the Senior Food Box Program served 2,116 qualified seniors.  
A total of 24,332 senior food boxes were  distributed on  O‘ahu and  Kaua‘i.



INCREASE in need
• In March, Hawaii immediately saw a 26 percent spike in needs compared to the same 

time last year.

• In April, Hawaii Foodbank distributed more than 1.8 million pounds of food on O‘ahu — an 
85 percent increase from same time last year. Meanwhile, our team on Kaua'i distributed 
more than 235,000 pounds of food — representing a 102 percent increase. 

• The numbers grew even more in May when Hawaii Foodbank distributed nearly 3.75 million 
pounds of food on O‘ahu and Kaua‘i — an astounding 144,000 pounds every day, 
compared to our pre-COVID - 46,000 pounds per day.

• At the end of the fiscal year, it had been four months since the start of the pandemic, and 
we distributed more than 9 million pounds of food on O‘ahu and Kaua'i in those 
four months. In all of 2019, we distributed just more than 12 million pounds for the entire 
year.



DECREASE in food
• While distribution numbers soared, physical food donations slowed to a trickle. This 

occurred in because of panic purchasing at stores combined with stay-at-home orders and 
other public safety measures. 

• In order to keep supply on pace with demand and keep providing safe food access to as 
many people as possible, we purchased food last year like never before. Between the 
beginning of the pandemic in March and the end of the fiscal year in June, Hawaii 
Foodbank purchased more than $4.6 million worth of food compared to our 
typical annual budget of $400,000.

• Since the start of the pandemic, Hawaii Foodbank has purchased more than 
$12 million worth of food to keep up with the continued need.



INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 
Hawaii Farm Bureau

• Hawaii Foodbank launched a strategic partnership with Hawaii 
Farm Bureau and committed to purchase $200,000 in local 
agricultural products in order to support our local farmers.

• This partnership provided high-quality, nutritional food to our 
communities who need it most. 

• This partnership has continued with more than $750,000 
invested with our local farmers to date.

• In addition to an investment in our local farmers, it is an 
investment in our sustainability and, ultimately, our mission.



INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 
Food For Hawaii’s ‘Ohana

• Hawaii Foodbank collaborated with the City and 
County of Honolulu, Hawaii Community 
Foundation’s Hawaii Resilience Fund and Bank of 
Hawaii Foundation to deploy several large-scale 
"Food for Hawaii's ‘Ohana" distributions. 

• During 11 mass food distributions, food was 
distributed to more than 40,000 households. 

• Approximately 80 percent of those served were 
either unemployed or furloughed because of 
COVID-19. 

These distributions also laid important framework for establishing 
our ongoing Pop-up Food Distributions.



INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 
Kūpuna Kare of Farmer Fare

• Hawaii Foodbank Kaua‘i partnered with the County of Kaua‘i on 
the “Kūpuna Kare of Farmer Fare” program in collaboration with 
Kaua‘i Sunshine Market, Mālama Kaua‘i, and the County’s 
Offices of Elderly Affairs and Economic Development. 

• This program aimed to provide support to the local economy by 
purchasing Kaua‘i-grown produce from farmers impacted by 
the pandemic. 

• Hawaii Foodbank Kaua‘i then delivered the fresh produce 
directly to the homes of high-risk kūpuna.

Hawaii Foodbank Kaua‘i distributed more than 100,000 pounds of fresh, local produce
to more than 2,100 kūpuna in need.



INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 
Food and Fund Drives

• Hawaii Foodbank’s mission depends on donations from 
the community, and food and fund drives are 
paramount to maintaining an adequate supply of food 
year-round. 

• While monetary donations and virtual food drives help 
provide Hawaii Foodbank with the funds to purchase 
the food items needed at any given time, donated food 
helps keep our shelves stocked right away. 

• Because of Hawaii’s geographical location, food orders 
can take up to three months for Hawaii Foodbank to 
receive the food. 

Either way you are able to support – we are 
equally grateful!



Food and Fund Drive 
Information



HAWAII FOODBANK 
Coalitions 

• Hawaii Foodbank coalitions unite like-minded businesses, organizations, groups and individuals 
in one common cause – nourish our ‘ohana. They work together to gather food and raise funds on 
behalf of Hawaii Foodbank, and they play a vital role in our mission. 

• Working in a coalition lends credibility to your efforts, maximizes your resources and, ultimately, 
allows you to have a greater impact. This year, led by Lt. Governor Josh Green and Jaime Green, 
State Employees have committed to supporting Hawaii Foodbank leading up to Food Drive Day.



STATE COALITION
Ways to get involved

1.Coordinate a food drive for your department
2.Donate dollars and/or food
3.Sign up to volunteer on Food Drive Day
4.Purchase a Hawaii Foodbank T-Shirt 
5.Help get the word out

CAMPAIGN STARTS NOW AND WILL RUN 
THROUGH MAY 14, 2021



State Coalition Food 
Drive Information



STATE COALITION
Phase One* 2021 Goals

In 2020, food and dollars collected through the State Coalition Food Drive raised 414,278 meals to feed our neighbors in need. 

Pounds Dollars

34,447 $154,861.89

Of that total, the Phase One participants helped provide food for 195,378 meals with their contribution of:

Pounds – Phase One Dollars – Phase One

33,061 $135,248.65

This year for 2021, we are setting the goal for Phase One to meet last year’s total:

Pounds – Phase One Dollars – Phase One

33,000 $135,000
2021

goal for this year

2020
phase one totals

2020
overall totals

*Phase one refers to UH Systems, DOE and Legislature/Capitol



STATE 
COALITION 
Totals by 

Department

DEAPRTMENT 2018 2019 2020
Dollars Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars Pounds

Accounting & General Services $3,934.50 584 $4,475.00 1,509 $200.00 0
Agriculture $666.50 1,607 $385.00 396 $0.00 0
Attorney General $10,999.62 2,045 $7,679.09 1,964 $51.28 0
Office of the Auditor $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0
Budget & Finance $4,234.63 2,479 $7,417.00 2,817 $0.00 0
Business Economic Development & 
Tourism $2,487.50 430 $2,837.57 935 $13,112.70 0
Commerce & Consumer Affairs $7,491.30 1,579 $8,554.82 2,103 $0.00 157
Defense $959.00 1,657 $1,620.00 1,511 $246.99 581
Education $3,899.00 17,521 $5,253.21 19,411 $58,414.29 28,879
Hawaii Housing Authority $0.00 223 $0.00 0 $0.00 0
Hawaii Tourism Authority $1,030.25 0 $710.25 112 $0.00 0
Office of Hawaiian Affairs $1,725.00 776 $0.00 0 $0.00 0
Hawaiian Home Lands $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0
Health $12,345.77 2,800 $12,292.35 5,068 $360.88 82
House of Representatives $1,127.00 0 $2,173.00 0 $0.00 0
Human Resources Development $1,522.50 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0
Human Services $10,280.77 541 $5,026.00 1,212 $1,017.41 0
Judiciary $12,817.90 7,105 $14,511.67 3,024 $1,911.52 0
Labor & Industrial Relations $2,750.00 604 $11,193.12 2,401 $120.00 0
Land & Natural Resources $390.00 22 $1,938.65 1,340 $0.00 379
Legislative Reference Bureau $1,251.93 37 $0.00 0 $0.00 0
Library System $1,728.00 502 $1,490.00 804 $50.00 0

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization $305.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0
Office of the Governor $703.00 142 $0.00 0 $510.00 0
Office of the Lt. Governor $2,378.00 0 $1,530.00 120 $250.00 0
Office of the Ombudsman $475.00 0 $690.00 2 $0.00 0
Public Safety $1,294.00 1,069 $3,354.00 4,338 $51.28 0
Senate $0.00 86 $120.00 639 $1,384.21 0
Taxation $3,392.50 2,018 $5,569.30 2,219 $0.00 0
Transportation $3,877.33 2,618 $4,145.50 1,646 $2,340.06 187
University of Hawaii $40,594.59 11,757 $36,657.15 12,062 $74,690.15 4,182
State of Hawaii $2,042.00 0 $0.00 0 $151.12 0
TOTAL $136,702.59 58,202 $139,622.68 65,633 $154,861.89 34,447



STATE COALITION 
UH Totals

2018 2019 2020

Dollars $40,594.59 $36,657.15 $74,690.15

Pounds 11,757 12,062 4,182

Meals 110,744 101,141 191,018



FOOD DRIVE 
Get Started

All food drive support materials are available online

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


FOOD DRIVE 
Support Materials - Receipts

All food drive support materials are available online http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

Food & Fund Drive Receipt

For coordinators to use when collecting food 
and funds on behalf of department.

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


Collecting Food 
Donations



HAWAII FOODBANK 
Top 5 Needed Items

This year our goal is to collect 
enough food and dollars to keep 
our warehouse filled with enough 
food to ensure our neighbors have 
enough nourishment. 

All food drive support materials like this “Most Needed 
Items” flyer are available online: 
http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


FOOD DRIVE 
Support Materials – Donation Tracking Sheet

All food drive support materials are available online http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

All food donations 
should have this 
donation sheet affixed 
to the box so that your 
department can 
receive the credit for 
the pounds donated. 
All departments have a 
pre-filled form which 
can be found online 
using the link above. 

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


Collecting Monetary 
Donations



MONETARY DONATIONS
FAQ’s 

• Making online donations – https://hawaiifoodbank.org/donate. To ensure your department 
receives credit for your donations, please enter your department in the “Additional Comments” 
Section. For example: “University of Hawaii – Information Technology Services (ITS)”

• Tax deductions - donations to Hawaii Foodbank are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.

• Submitting money – Please do not give monies to our drivers. They are responsible for food 
pickups only. Contact your staff liaisons if you require a monetary donation pickup.

• Neighbor island money? All neighbor island donations will benefit their respective food banks. 
Everything raised on an island, stays on that island. Checks should be made to the neighbor island 
food bank designated by the donor. Secure donations may be placed via the food bank’s website:

Kauai – Hawaii Foodbank Kauai: https://hawaiifoodbank.org/kauai-donate/
Maui County – Maui Food Bank: https://mauifoodbank.org/donate/
Hawaii Island – The Food Basket: https://www.hawaiifoodbasket.org/donate-1

The full list of FAQ’s can be found online: 
http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

https://hawaiifoodbank.org/donate
https://hawaiifoodbank.org/kauai-donate/
https://mauifoodbank.org/donate/
https://www.hawaiifoodbasket.org/donate-1
http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


MONETARY DONATIONS
Tracking Sheet

This donation tracking sheet can be used to track cash 
and check donations you are collecting for your 
department. Because it is an excel spreadsheet, it will tally 
the donation totals for you.

All food drive support materials such as this “Monetary 
Donation Tracking Sheet” are available online 
http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


Volunteer on 
Food Drive Day

August 14, 2021



FOOD DRIVE DAY
August 14, 2021

Annual Food Drive Day is when Hawaii Foodbank sets up drive-through/drop-off food collection 
sites island-wide to help collect food donations for our families in need. Consider volunteering to 
help collect donations, wave signs and assist with setup and breakdown at the following locations:

• Kapolei Commons (4450 Kapolei Parkway)
• Koko Marina Center (7192 Kalanianaole Highway)
• McCully Shopping Center (1960 Kapiolani Boulevard)
• Pearl City Shopping Center (850 Kamehameha Highway)
• Mililani City Mill (95-550 Lanikuhana Avenue)
• Waianae Mall (86-120 Farrington Hwy, Waianae, HI 96792)
• Waiokeola Congregational Church – Kahala (4705 Kilauea Avenue)
• Waterfront Plaza - Great for groups of 15 or more! (500 Ala Moana Boulevard)
• Windward City Shopping Center (45-480 Kaneohe Bay Drive)



FOOD DRIVE DAY
Sign up to volunteer using our online system

Link to sign up to volunteer can be found at: http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


Food Drive T-Shirt 



HAWAII FOODBANK
T-Shirt

• $20 S- XL
• $25 2XL – 4XL

• Will be available in men’s and 
women’s styles

• Shipping included for local 
orders within Hawaii. 
Additional $5 shipping for 
mainland orders.

• T-shirt sales will be available 
at www.hawaiifoodbank.org

http://www.hawaiifoodbank.org/


HAWAII FOODBANK
T-Shirt



Neighbor Island 
Food Drives 



NEIGHBOR ISLAND
Food Bank Information

Maui County
Maui Food Bank
Chelsey Ham
Community Relations Manager
Phone: (808)866-5099
Email: cham@mauifoodbank.org

Kauai County
Hawaii Foodbank Kauai
Chyenne Beach
Community Development Specialist
Phone (808) 482-2089 
Email: chyenne@hawaiifoodbankkauai.org

Hawaii Island - Hilo
The Food Basket
Sarah Hamakawa
Operations Manager – East Hawaii
Phone: (808) 933-6030
Email: sarah@hawaiifoodbasket.org

Hawaii Island - Kona
The Food Basket
Marshall Akamu
Operations Manager – West Hawaii
Phone: (808) 322-1418
Email: marshall@hawaiifoodbasket.org

Neighbor island food bank flyers can be found online: 
http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

mailto:cham@mauifoodbank.org
mailto:chyenne@hawaiifoodbankkauai.org
mailto:sarah@hawaiifoodbasket.org
mailto:marshall@hawaiifoodbasket.org
http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/

UH Foodbank website

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank/


UH employees need to add their 
campus/unit in the “Additional 
Comments” box with your donation 
for appropriate credit to your 
respective campus/unit. 

https://hawaiifoodbank.org/donate/

How to Make a Monetary Donation?

https://hawaiifoodbank.org/donate/


• March 15 – 2021 - Foodbank Kick off Email Blast (all faculty/staff 
systemwide)

• April 9 – Hawaiʻi Foodbank Meeting (halfway there )
o 11:00am via zoom

• Week of May 10 – Food donation drop off
• Drop off locations determined by campus

• Week of May 17 – Monetary donation collection 

o UH System (by appointment) – Courtney Domingo at 
cmnd@hawaii.edu (includes the UH System offices, RCUH, UHF)

o UH Mānoa (by appointment) – Lisa Lee at yinlee@hawaii.edu
(includes UH Mānoa Schools/Colleges/units)

Upcoming Dates

mailto:cmnd@hawaii.edu
mailto:yinlee@hawaii.edu


UH AND CAMPUS CENTER 
FARMER’S MARKET VENDOR Keo & Company
Partner to raise funds for 2021 statewide Hawaii Foodbank campaign

The Aloha Box - $35
(UH receives $4 for each box sold for HI Foodbank Unit Total)

Contents (subject to change without notice): 
Lettuce (Butter, red oak, green oak, or Manoa, 1 pound), 1 pineapple, 2 carrots, 2 eggplants, 2 
zucchini, 1 hand of apple bananas, 1 pound of Roma tomatoes, 2 cucumbers, 1 pound of Okinawan 
sweet potatoes, 2 papayas

The Ohana Box - $30 
(UH receives $3 for each box sold for HI Foodbank Unit Total)

Contents (subject to change without notice):
2 cucumbers, 2 zucchini, 2 eggplant, 1 pound of Okinawan sweet potatoes, 2 papayas, 1/2 
pound Blue Lake beans, 1 pound cherry/grape tomatoes, 1/2 pound choy sum, 1/2 pound bok
choy, 1 hand apple bananas

Note: For credit towards you Hawai‘i Foodbank totals, please notate {unit/office}, 
[Department] in notes section of order page

FREE DELIVERY
Order between 

March 12 thru May 14

https://keoandcompany.com/

https://keoandcompany.com/


QUESTIONS?
Hawaii Foodbank Staff Liaisons

Julene Davis
Development Assistant
Office: (808) 954-7881
DevAssist@hawaiifoodbank.org

Laura Kay Rand
Vice President & Chief Impact Officer
Office: (808) 954-7857
Cell: (808) 551-6612
LKRand@hawaiifoodbank.org

mailto:LKRand@hawaiifoodbank.org
mailto:LKRand@hawaiifoodbank.org


HAWAII FOODBANK 
and State Employees

Together, we can work to ensure no one in our Hawaii 
'ohana goes hungry.

Thank you from the Office of the Lieutenant Governor 
and Hawaii Foodbank for your participation in fighting 
hunger in Hawaii.

We wish you all a successful Food Drive filled with 
compassion, humanity, the spirit of competition, and 
fun!

Mahalo!
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