
stay get nevah

like shoots da kine

try brah shaka

crowd-sourcing more data
accessing data that is
challenging to find
democratization of knowledge

Benefits of Citizen Science:
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CS is an approach to conducting
research that invites non-
experts to participate in the
research process, including
generating research questions,
collecting data, analyzing data,
and disseminating findings. 

What has CS been used for in the
study of language?

to document the amount of English
used by Norwegian youth
to study gendered talk about
weight
to document multilingualism on
signs in the UK, Europe, and Hawaiʻi

How is CS useful for studyingPidgin?

CS is useful for documenting the
vitality of Pidgin, the creole language
of Hawaiʻi, through observation of
Pidgin features as heard in naturally
occurring talk in public space. 

Methodology
To make it possible to document Pidgin
without recording people, teams of citizen
scientists paid attention to a specific
Pidgin feature and took notes on what
they heard as they went about their daily
lives. They also took notes about the
location and details about the speakers.
The purpose was to attempt to find
patterns regarding social factors such as
gender, age, location, and social activity
and language use.

Documenting
Pidgin through
Citizen Science

What is Citizen
Science (CS)?

SLS 130: Introduction to Pidgin in Hawaiʻi 
Instructor: Gisella Kahapea

Once they collected at least 10
examples each of their assigned
feature, students worked
together to see patterns in the
data with reference to social
factors. 

While 20 examples is insufficient
to make any real claims about the
use of Pidgin features, we expect
that this data will provide a
starting point for building a more
robust corpus over time.

Analysis

Da Pidgin Features

To learn more about
citizen science, try see:

Fo' learn more about
Pidgin in Hawaiʻi:

www. citizenscience.gov
https://coe.hawaii.edu/opihi/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pacific-islands (honu count)

www. hawaii.edu/satocenter

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/multilingualhawaii/

Courses at UH-Mānoa:

SLS 130: Introduction to Pidgin in Hawaiʻi
SLS 430: Pidgin and Creole English in
Hawaiʻi

Sample note

Should we get some drinks?

Brah get water at home.

Longs Kaimuki, afternoon

Young teens, girls, friends

Pacific Islander 


