
○ In much of modern scholarship, the notion of 
datong 大通 in Zhuangzi’s famous zuowang 坐忘 
(“sitting in disregard,” Chapter 6) passage is often 
interpreted as either Dao or a mental/spiritual 
state of an ideal person, a person who has 
obtained Dao.  ○ In either case, however, the 
association between datong and such 
interpretations lacks detailed justification.  
I believe that such a phenomenon results from an 
insufficiently understood relation between  
datong and its immediately preceding statements.  
○ Different from the more common readings, I 
propose a cognitive approach based on the image 
schema related to non-obstruction.  In order to 
unravel the philosophical importance of this 
image schema, I will first point out the problems 
of previous scholarship regarding the zuowang 
passage.  ○ Second, I will introduce the image 
schema related to non-obstruction based on a 
number of examples taken from the Zhuangzi.  ○ 
Finally, I will apply this methodology to solve the 
problems of traditional readings and to give a 
cognitive experience-based interpretation of the 
zuowang passage. 

 Zhu, Dezhi. Zhuangzi tong yi, in Yan, Lingfong (ed.), Wu qiou bei zhai Zhuangai jicheng xu bian. Taipei: Yee Wen Publishing Company, 1974.  

 Light refreshments will be served.
 For further information, please contact Mee-Jeong Park (meejeong@hawaii.edu) or Saeko Shibayama (sshiba@hawaii.edu).  
 The talk is open to the public and funded by the EALL Enrichment Fund. 
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