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Malnutrition, in all of its various forms, underlies 45% of deaths among children under 5 years 
old around the world. Indeed, without a specific etiologic pathogen and without a straightforward 
antimicrobial treatment, malnutrition is truly the greatest "neglected tropical disease" of our time. 
Outside of the neonatal period, a complex mix of environmental factors, food insecurity, and 
infectious diseases leads to both chronic and acute malnutrition in children. Having practiced 
pediatrics and conducted clinical and translational research in rural southern Malawi for the past 
9 years, the speaker will provide a broad overview of the field and review highlights from his 
studies on environmental enteric dysfunction, linear growth stunting, moderate acute 
malnutrition, and severe acute malnutrition. 
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