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PEEKING BEHIND THE CURTAINS AT CATHERINE THE

GREAT: CELEBRITY IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
Moderated by Lurana Donnels  O 'Mal ley,  PhD

Professor  of  Theatre and Director  of  Graduate Studies  in  Theatre ,  UHM
 

Cosponsored by Hami l ton L ibrary,  the Spark M.  Matsunaga Inst i tute  for  Peace and
Conf l ict  Resolut ion,  the School  of  Communicat ion & Informat ion,  the Academy for

Creat ive Media ,  the Hawai ʻ inu iākea School  of  Hawai ian Knowledge,  the Departments  of
History,  Pol i t ica l  Sc ience,  Ethn ic  Studies ,  and Women,  Gender ,  and Sexual i ty  Studies

 

Ruth Dawson,  Professor  Emer i ta  from the UHM Department  of  Women,  Gender ,
and Sexual i ty  Studies ,  has  just  returned from another  st int  as  an honorary
fel low at  the Inst i tute  of  Modern Languages Research of  the Univers i ty  of

London.  She earned her  Ph .D.  in  Germanic  Languages and L i teratures  at  the
Univers i ty  of  Mich igan.  Her  work on Cather ine the Great  began as  part  of  her

study of  German women wr i ters  in  the e ighteenth century .  

How,  in  the 21st  century,  to  peek
behind the curta ins  of  the
woman who overthrew her
husband and became Russ ia 's
18th-century tsar  and an
internat ional  ce lebr i ty  outs ide
her  empire 's  borders?  

The f i rst  steps required in-
person v is i ts  and corresponding
adventures  to  locate art i facts  of
Cather ine 's  recept ion among
ordinary people ,  inc lud ing the
least  sk i l led pr ints  of  her ,  the
ful l  range of  newspaper
accounts ,  and many now obscure
biographies .

Eventual ly ,  the p ieces  came
together  into the argument that
Cather ine was the f i rst  modern,
internat ional ,  female ce lebr i ty .  


