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DEDICATION TO OK KYOON YOO

With this commentary, I would like to express how much Ok Kyoon Yoo meant to
me and how valuable the dialogues we had for the past two and a half years still are and
will be forever in my mind.

Our similar academic interests lead us to take the same courses every semester.
Through our discussions in and out of class, we shared our perspectives on different
issues. He was very intelligent and able to articulate complex ideas in his own words.
When he was talking I would catch myself thinking, “That’s exactly what I wanted to

"’

say!” He made me laugh with his jokes, made me reflective and critical about what [
was doing, and made me hopeful about what we can do to make a difference in the lives
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of our students and fellow teachers. He always reminded me that critical pedagogy is
not to make people pessimistic about the world, but hopeful about the future. Without
his insights and encouragement, I would not have been able to develop the course and
research project I am currently working on using critical pedagogy. My paper in this
issue is dedicated to Ok Kyoon for his sharp wit, critical mind, pure talent and ability to

keep a sense of humor in spite of it all.

Takayuki Okazaki
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