
STUDENT BASIC NEEDS MASTER PLAN: PREAMBLE

The Function of the UH Student Basic Needs Master Plan: A living document

7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�+DZDLދL�6WXGHQW�%DVLF�1HHGV�0DVWHU�3ODQ��6%103��LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�³OLYLQJ�
document”—responding to measured changes in student basic needs insecurity and resource availability—
and direct UH Student Basic Needs Committee priorities, goals and programming. The SBNMP will be 
SHULRGLFDOO\�XSGDWHG��HYHU\�WKUHH�WR�¿YH�\HDUV��WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�FKDQJHV�LQ�VWXGHQW�QHHGV��QHZ�UHVHDUFK�¿QGLQJV�
and knowledge of best practices emerging nationally and across the UH System. Each UH campus will be 
WDVNHG�WR�SURYLGH�VSHFL¿F�FDPSXV�OHYHO�SULRULWLHV�DQG�JRDOV�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�FDPSXV�HQYLURQPHQW��FXOWXUH�DQG�
resourcing. 

The Principles of Student Basic Needs Master Planning for the UH System: 
Leadership, Culture of Care, Inclusivity, Sustainability

The principles underlying the UH Student Basic Needs Master Planning process consist of: leadership, 
culture of care, inclusivity and sustainability. These principles help to structure and strengthen the SBNMP 
process while providing opportunities for input from a diverse set of UH and community stakeholders:

Ɣ� Leadership��/HDGHUVKLS�LV�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�D�JURXS�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�LQÀXHQFH�DQG�JXLGH�
other members of an organization. As appointed by UH President David Lassner, the UH Student Basic 
Needs Committee has been assigned the leadership responsibility to provide the strategic direction, 
SULRULWLHV�DQG�SURJUDPLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�UHVHDUFK��HGXFDWLRQ��FRPPXQLFDWLRQV��VWD൶QJ��GLUHFW�VHUYLFHV�DQG�
other programing, for the UH System over the long term.

Ɣ� &XOWXUH�RI�&DUH��The UH System Student Basic Needs Committee and the UH Student Basic 
Needs Master Planning process is committed to creating a safe, welcoming, caring and inclusive 
environment for all UH students to access the essential basic human needs for academic success and 
KXPDQ�ZHOO�EHLQJ�DUH�IXO¿OOHG��7KH�8+�6\VWHP�6WXGHQW�%DVLF�1HHGV�&RPPLWWHH�DQG�WKH�8+�6WXGHQW�
%DVLF�1HHGV�0DVWHU�3ODQ�LQWHQG�WR�IXO¿OO�WKLV�REOLJDWLRQ�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�GLJQLW\�RI�DOO�VWXGHQWV�
is maintained and that basic needs insecurity is destigmatized and understood in the context of larger 
socio-economic conditions, including histories of structural racism.

Ɣ� ,QFOXVLYLW\��The UH Student Basic Needs Committee membership and the SBNMP process has, and 
will continue to be, representative of all 10 UH campuses and is informed by a diverse set of UH and 
community stakeholders, including undergraduate and graduate students.

Ɣ� 6XVWDLQDELOLW\� The UH System and the UH Student Basic Needs Committee are committed to the 
above principles and addressing basic needs insecurity in the student population over the long-term.
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