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Learning about Global Issues Through Task-Based Activities: Mixing and Matching the Four Skills 

(M. Andrade)

Tables 1-4

Table 1: Topics for Global Citizenship: A Four-Skills English Course 

(David Peaty, Tokyo: Kinseido, 2005, 64 pp.)
“This text provides an integrated teaching aid focused on essays some 400 words in length, with various activities designed to promote language learning and global awareness.”
	
	Pre-reading: Answer the questions
	Pre-reading:

Listening
	Post-reading comprehension

questions (5W+H9
	Writing
	Game, etc.

	1. Biodiversity
	Matching quiz:

Photo-sentence


	Listen to the conversation and complete the sentences (“Outline”).
	Answer the comprehension question about the reading 

(7 items)
	Summary: Complete the sentences based on information

 in the reading. 

(6 items) + read aloud)
	Describe your picture. Your partner tries to guess what it is.

	2. Ecotourism
	 Answer questions about the two pictures. 
	“
	7
	“
	

	3. Water
	Answer questions (give your opinion) about

the two pictures. Statistical data. 

(4 items)
	“
	8
	“
	

	4. Global Warming
	Sentence combining 

(Box 1, Box 2)
	“
	6
	“
	Discussion topic (1 item)

	5. Poverty
	Make sentences based on the prompts (giving your opinion). Discuss.
	“
	4
(7) items
	“
	

	6. Child Labor
	Answer questions about the two pictures (opinion). 3 items
	“
	6 items
	Outline: 

Write complete sentences based on information in the reading. Read aloud.
	

	7. Helping Out
	Answer questions about the two pictures (opinion). 4 items
	“
(note taking) Give your opinion.
	7 items
	“
	

	8. Fair Trade
	Study the diagram and answers the questions (opinion). 4 items
	Listen to the conversation 

and complete 

the sentences (“Outline”).
	5 items
	“
	

	9. Homeless
	Discuss the picture (give opinion). Complete the sentences (your ideas) 7 items
	“
	8 items
	“
	

	10. Vegetarianism
	Complete the sentences with your own idea n the data given (4 items). Discuss the topic (1 item)
	“
	6 items
	“
	

	11. Aging Society
	“Quiz” Answer the questions (general knowledge) and give your opinion.
	“
	7 items
	“
	

	12. Slowing Down
	Ask your partner these questions (8 personal questions)
	“
	7 items
	“
	

	13. Consumerism
	Answer questions about the two pictures (opinion). 3 items
	“
	5 items
	““
	

	14.  Ethical Business
	Discussion (2 items). Using the prompts, make sentences that express your opinion. 


	“
	6 items
	“
	

	15. Free Trade
	Complete the sentences using the prompts and your own idea.
	“
	6 items
	“
	

	16. Small is Beautiful
	Give your opinion: Good 

or bad?
	“
	7 items
	Explain the statements and give your opinion. Discuss with your partner.
	


Table 2: Topics in International Society 

(John S. Lander, 2005, Tokyo: Asahi Shuppansha, 85 pp.)

“Each topic has been carefully chosen for its interest, timeliness, and content. Though some opinions have been offered, it is often for the sake debate and to stimulate interest and discussion of the topic.”
“I sincerely hope that students and teachers will enjoy using this book…to further not only students’ knowledge of English but understanding of events and organizations that make our world an interesting place.”
	
	Pre-video
	Pre-video  vocabulary
	Listening Cloze (audio only) Summary of the video
	Video Listening Exercise 1
	Video Listening Exercise 2
	Vocabulary Check

	1. Globalization 
	Introductory reading passage 

(400 words est.)
	Model sentences with vocabulary items from 

the video

(7 items)
	Fill in the blanks in the paragraph

(7 items)
	True or False

(7 items)
	Multiple choice comprehension questions

(7 items)
	Fill in the blanks with words from the boxes. 

7 items)

(The sentences are unrelated to the theme of the unit.)

	Other units
	· Same format as above. Each unit has 9-10 vocabulary items. All exercises have 7 items. 

· Topics: International Development, Eco-tourism, Free Press, The Olympics, Gleaners Charity Group, Globalization (II), Doctors Without Boarders, Poverty and Crime, Women at Work, Homelessness, Terroism


Table 3: It’s Your World—Get Involved: Reading and Talking About NGOs (Trevor Balance, Tokyo: Eichosha, 2002, 102 pp.)
“…for people interested in the work of non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

 and who want to improve their speaking and reading of English at the same time” (p. vii)

	Sample Unit

(10 units total)
	Pre-reading 1:

Key Words and Ideas #1
	Reading Strategy (advice)
	Compre-hension questions to ask and answer with a partner
	Pre-reading 1:

Key Words and Ideas #2
	Key Words and Ideas Review Activity
	Group Activity
	What do 

you think about it?
	Writing

	2.  Population
	Ten words with definitions and model sentences (before class 

self-study)


	“Reader’s Tip”: How

to use underlining to identify  key words, etc.
	6 items asking for literal informa-tion such as What? How? Why?
	Seven expres-sions with definitions and model sentences (before class 

self-study)
	Fill in the blanks with words from the box. 

(8 items)
	Informa-tion gap activity. Some students 

have an incomplete table. Others have data for the table. 
	Discussion questions (giving opinions based on the reading). 

6 items
	Write what you remember 

or learned about this topic. Compare with your partner. 

	Other units
	· Same format as above. Number of vocabulary items and questions vary. Some Group Activities use charts. 

· Topics: NGOs, Environment, Gender, Health, Development, Human Rights, Poverty, Conflict Prevention, Humanitarian Assistance


Table 4: What’s Going on Around the World? 

Takahashi, et al., Tokyo: Ikundo, 2001, 81 pp.)

In the Forward the authors write that the aim of this book is to raise up the students’ English ability to meet the needs of society and the demand of companies for employees who can conduct their jobs in English. Accordingly students need to do well on English language proficiency tests. At the same time, the Internet has made it possible to directly access information worldwide that we can use in our classes to familiarize students with what is going on around the world. 

	Sample Units

(20 units total)
	Pre-reading

(“Warm-up”)
	Post-reading Comprehension
	Practice A
	Practice B
	

	6. Hunger in Africa’s Horn
	Table: General Rules for Pruning [Plants] Task: Answer Comprehension questions in Japanese. Contents unrelated to the passage.
	Multiple-choice questions related to the contents of the passage.

(4 items)
	Translate sentences into Japanese (focus on idioms and syntax). Contents unrelated to the passage.
	Multiple choice. Two-line conversation. Choose what B says in reply to A’s  question or comment. Contents unrelated to the passage.
	

	8. The Future of Japan: Population 
	Graph with short description. Answer 3 comprehension questions in Japanese.
	Same as above.

(5 items)
	Same as above.


	Same as above.


	

	Other units
	· Same format as above. Number of questions vary. Some Group Activities use charts.

· Topics vary: serious global issues, celebrity news items, lifestyle advice, etc.


Source: Melvin R. Andrade (Sophia Junior College).  Presentation handout for  “Learning about Global Issues Through Task-based Activities.” Paper presented at the Second International Conference on Task-based Language Teaching, September 2007, Univ. of Hawaii. E-mail: andrade.sophia@yahoo.com 


