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2nd International Conference on
Task-Based Language Teaching

A rich, linguistic meal
In the film “a rich, linguistic meal” a task based project is shown. The special needs pupils of secondary school, are working on the task “prepare a menu and present it your parents”. During the task they encounter a number of language tasks: writing an invitation, writing an attractive poster, presenting what they have done in front of strangers, reading recipes, writing recipes. To improve these language skills, pupils reflect on their skills and discuss their results and progress. In this way, they don’t only carry out the task, but they consciously improve their language skills as well.

For the teacher it was the second time she organized a two week task based project. It was her routine to work with a text book to teach language. In this project she prepared - for the first time - a content based task, out of which the language tasks, the required vocabulary and the necessary support would follow. For her it was a meaningful task as well.

Tabasco TASK CYCLE
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Learning by doing



Real tasks



Ownership by negotiating



Language support to measure



Organized and varied reflection
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Example of

Learning trajectory  “Oral presentation”


Think of:

· oral presentation in class room

· presenting a paper

· presenting during work placement

· meeting


beginner 








expert










	You hear and see
	You hear and see

	I read from my paper


	I communicate with others in the group

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I stick to my preparation


	I ‘play’ with my preparation

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I only focus on content

	I can combine content and the reactions of the audience

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I only use my voice

	I also use supporting materials (e.g. pictures, film, music, schemes)

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I don’t ask questions


	I ask specific questions



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	One way traffic


	Interactive

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I listen to what I want to hear


	I interact and use arguments

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I am nervous and tensed

	I move free and functional, feel relaxed

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I speak monotonous

	I use humor and attract attention by using my voice

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5




Improving your language 
“theory” in a nutshell


Therefore: first work on motivation, then think about language approach

How to work on motivation

· make the route transparent: what, how, assessment, time etc.

· plan backwards (with the final task in mind)

· provide real autonomy for the student

· connect the realistic or real task to the world of the student

Then: the approach

When (if) students are motivated for language learning, they can improve language and the teacher can support that by:

· explicit attention for language (not only ‘doing’ the language but ‘learning’ it) 

· support to measure (not the same support for all students at the same time)

· training (not only making exercises)

· focused reflection

Bert de Vos


teacher trainer for mother tongue and foreign languages at APS, Utrecht, The Netherlands


b.devos@aps.nl


+31 6 15026058


 


















































Thesis:   


Without intrinsic motivation a higher language level will not easily be achieved





to “fascinating speaker”





from “reading out aloud” 











PAGE  
2
TBLT 2007, a rich linguistic meal, Bert de Vos, APS, The Netherlands
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Tabasco characteristics

		Learning by doing

		Real tasks

		Ownership by negotiating

		Language support to measure

		Organized and varied reflection
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