
CREATING an ELDER LAW PROGRAM with a VETERANS FOCUS 
at the University of Hawai‘i William S. Richardson School of Law

This strategy uses the faculty and student veterans at the law school, the culture of Aloha in the islands, 
the potential support provided by the VA and military presence in Hawai‘i and the acknowledgement of the debt 

the country owes for the sacrifi ces veterans and their families have made.

INTRODUCTION
The University of Hawaii Elder Law Program (UHELP) attempts to 
integrate students, and especially student veterans into the traditional 
elder law program. Veteran students often have their own particular 
needs due to their service and veteran clients may require a different 
model of how legal services are delivered. For example, a veteran 
suffering from PTSD may be more inclined to accept help when another 
veteran, who might also have been in a combat zone, provides services. 
Veterans with traumatic brain injury as well as those with some form of 
dementia will need the services of “dementia-qualifi ed” professionals, 
as may other older persons receiving services from UHELP. 

PURPOSE
This presentation demonstrates UHELP’s desire to re-frame an elder 
law delivery system that includes strategies to integrate veterans as 
students as well as clients within an elder law model. This strategy 
uses the faculty and student veterans at the law school, the culture 
of Aloha in the islands, the potential support provided by the VA and 
military presence in Hawai`i and the acknowledgement of the debt the 
country owes for the sacrifi ces veterans and their families have made. 
This presentation also highlights the 25th anniversary of UHELP and 
the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and America’s entry into World War II.

MODEL
This poster demonstrates a model of services that uses clinical law 
students, volunteer community attorneys and health care professionals 
to do outreach in the community, to assess clients, to provide legal 
advice and to provide legal services to veterans as well as older 
persons and caregivers under the supervision of a licensed attorney. 
UHELP collaborates with veterans on our campus and in the military 
community to help provide needed services at a minimal expense.

OUTCOMES
There has been a greater number and higher quality of legal services 
provided to older persons, their caregivers and to veterans. This 
program has helped to train a corps of multi-disciplinary “dementia-
qualifi ed” professionals who now have added skills to help serve the 
community. This program has motivated law students (and some 
Master of Social Work students) to become interested in the fi eld 
of aging with a focus on veterans’ needs. Many law students have 
demonstrated a greater interest in a military career, especially in the 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps of the various services.  There has 
been a greater understanding of the effects of deployments and war 
upon our service members and their families.

The UHELP program is funded through the Older Americans Act, as administered 
by the Elderly Affairs Division, City and County of Honolulu, Hawai‘i Indigent Legal 
Assistance Fund and the Hawai‘i Justice Foundation. Please call (808) 956-6544 for 
information about legal services for older persons, caregivers, and veterans. 
www.hawaii.edu/uhelp

November 12 & 13
2013

The Hale Koa Hotel 
on Waikiki Beach

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

 Hale Koa Hotel
2055 Kalia Road

Honolulu Hawai‘i 96815

PRE-CONFERENCE 
LUAU

Monday Evening
 November 11, 2013

Other very special events:
•	Post	 conference	 oral	 argument	

before	 the	 CAVC	 at	 the	 William	
S.	 Richardson	 School	 of	 Law	 on	
the	 campus	 of	 the	 University	 of	
Hawai‘i at Mānoa.

•	Pre-conference	 luau	 at	 the	 Hale	
Koa	Hotel	Luau	Gardens

•	Highlights	of	Hawai‘ian	culture

Online Registration: 
hawaii.edu/uhelp/conference

International Elder Law Conference
with a Veterans Focus

University	of	Hawai‘i	Elder	Law	Program
with	the	support	of

the	Stetson	University	College	of	Law
Presents an

A Marigold Seminar 
 UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII ELDER LAW PROGRAM PRESENTS

with Rajiv Nagaich, JD,LLM and Prof. James Pietsch of the Best Exotic Elder Law Program

Mr. RAJIV NAGAICH, J.D. and LLM., 
is an elder law attorney and senior 
partner with the Law Firm of Johnson 
and Nagaich PS, Seattle, Washington.  
He has a holistic legal practice that 
focuses on elder law and care issues 
which include legal, housing, financial, 
and care coordination disciplines.
His thesis is to create an atmosphere 
where older family members can enjoy 
the highest possible quality of life and 
families can deal with the situation 
without being stressed or ladened with 
guilt.  Their lives are treasured  so that 
“they will refuse to die.”

Tentative Program

Topics:  Creating a Marigold Experience with Holistic Care 
 Michael Cheang, Ritabelle Fernandez, Merlita Compton

 Staying at Home as Long as Possible without  
 Institutionalization  
 Gary Powell and Emmet White 

Making It Happen: Legal Issues in Caregiving for  
Older Elders, Veterans and Persons with Special Needs  
Kristin Bryant, Pamela Harms, Scott Suzuki

A  Case Study
Rajiv Nagaich

Moderator: Prof. James Pietsch

* Savor life, a light lunch and Marigold ideas for living
   RSVP contact: Lenora Lee  *  Email: lenoral@hawaii.edu  *  Telephone: (808) 956-6544

Tuesday, April 1st, 2014
11:30 AM – 4:30 PM

To Inspire Law and Social Work Students, Caregivers, Care Receivers, 
Social Workers, Health Care Providers and Elder Law Attorneys 

UH Law Library – 2515 Dole Street
$10 donation at the door  includes a light lunch

Law and Social Work Students Complimentary, Reservations Required*

Keynote Speaker: Rajiv Nagaich

K E  K A N A W A I  M A M A L A H O E

UHELP and the Elder Law Clinic
Present another Marigold Seminar

THE COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS
and VETERANS’ ISSUES

Judge Coral Wong 
Pietsch was nominated by 
President Barack Obama 
and subsequently appointed 
a Judge of  the U.S. Court of  
Appeals for Veterans Claims 
(CAVC) in June 2012. Judge 
Pietsch has a distinguished 
career in public service, 
both in the military and as a 

civilian. After serving six years on active duty, she continued her 
service in the U.S. Army Reserve and rose to the rank of  Brigadier 
General.  She became the fi rst woman of  Asian ancestry to be 
promoted to the rank of  general offi cer in the U.S. Army.

Free event • RSVP by January 26th: 956-6544 or uhelp.edu@gmail.com
Parking available $5 in parking structure

Mark your calendar for the upcoming Marigold Seminar on
February 10th, 3:00pm at the Law School Library

Planning for the Future: Hawai‘i’s New 2014 Uniform Power of Attorney Act

 Meet Judge Coral Pietsch
“Practice before the CAVC”

 Tuesday, January 27, 2015 ·  3:00PM

UH Law School Library 
Afternoon Tea Reception

Judge Pietsch will give an 
overview of  the CAVC and 
cover unique asects of  practice 
before the Court which is part 
of  the United States judiciary 
and not part of  the Department 
of  Veterans Affairs. The Court 
has exclusive jurisdiction over 
decisions of  the Board of  Veter-
ans’ Appeals. Veterans may apply 
for a wide range of  benefi ts and 
those who are denied benefi ts by 
the VA may appeal. If  they do 
appeal, they initiate their appeals 
with the VA at the local level. 
The appeals process eventually 
goes to the BVA and, thereafter, 
to the CAVC.

Director Tracey Betts of  the 
VA offi ce is in a unique position 
in Hawaii and the Pacifi c to 
provide insight into the process.

UH Law School Prof. James 
Pietsch, a retired U.S. Army 
Judge Advocate, will moderate 
this conversation.

Tracey Betts was appointed Director 
of  the Honolulu Regional Offi ce in 
March 2009. As the Director of  the 
Honolulu Regional Offi ce, she is 
responsible for directing the delivery of  
VA benefi ts to approximately 129,200 
Veterans and their benefi ciaries who 
reside in Hawaii, Guam, American 
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of  
the Northern Mariana Islands (Saipan, 
Tinian, and Rota) With a budget of  

$8.7 million, Ms. Betts leads a team that provides outreach to 
Veterans, Servicemembers, their families and survivors in a 4.6 
million-mile geographic area.

K E  K A N A W A I  M A M A L A H O E

The University of  Hawai‘i Elder Law Program (UHELP) celebrates 
25 Years at the University of  Hawai‘i

and the start of  the Elder Law and Veterans Clinic
Tuesday, February 16, 2016

Moot Court Room - William S. Richardson School of Law
Afternoon Tea Reception at 1:30 pm

“After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the University of  
Hawaii ROTC was called to duty and mobilized into 
the Hawaii Territorial Guard (HTG). Six weeks 
later, all men of  Japanese ancestry were dismissed 
from the HTG and classified as Class C-Enemy 
Aliens. In response, the Varsity Victory Volunteers 
was established. The VVV built barracks, smashed 
rocks in the quarry 
and performed other 
menial labors. They 
declared: "We know 
but one loyalty and 
that is to the Stars 
and Stripes. We wish 
to do our part as loyal 
Americans. . ."

Come join us for tea and refreshments as we celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of  UHELP. Learn about our Elder Law and Veterans 
Clinic, where we offer free legal services, advice, counsel and 
referrals to qualified veterans and elders. 

In anticipation of  the 75th anniversary commemoration of  Pearl 
Harbor Day, we are honored to have UH alumnus, attorney, arbitrator 
and historian, Ted Tsukiyama, a WWII veteran who served with the 
Military Intelligence Service (MIS). He will talk about how he and 
other students formed the University of  Hawai`i’s Varsity Victory 
Volunteers (VVV) and how many of  that group went on to serve in 
the MIS, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 100th Infantry Battalion 
and other distinguished military units. 

We also are proud to have with us the Honorable Judge Coral Wong 
Pietsch appointed by President Barack Obama to serve as a Judge 
on the U.S. Court of  Appeals for Veterans Claims. She also served 
in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAGC) on active 
duty, in the Reserve and as a civilian lawyer. She was the first woman 
of  Asian ancestry to be promoted to the rank of  general officer in 
the U.S. Army and was the first woman general in the Army JAGC.

Stay for a panel discussion with Judge Pietsch and Prof. James 
Pietsch about service to the country and community with an 
emphasis on opportunities for women lawyers. They will talk about 
their military and civilian legal practice, including service as Rule of  
Law Advisors in Iraq.

PROGRAM
1:30-2:00 Registration, Refreshments

2:00-2:15 Acknowledgements, Introductions

2:15-3:15 Ted Tsukiyama - Veteran, Attorney, Arbitrator and Historian 
 The VVV and other Reminiscences of World War II

3:15-3:30 Break

3:30-4:30 The Honorable Coral Wong Pietsch 
 Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (CAVC) 
 Practice before the CAVC—a Unique Federal Court

4:30-5:00 Reception in Classroom 5

5:15-6:15 The Honorable Coral Wong Pietsch 
 Prof. James Pietsch, Director UHELP

Discussion: Opportunities for Women Lawyers in the Military and Reflections 
on Service as Lawyers in the Army and as Rule of Law Advisors in Iraq

Judge Coral Wong Pietsch

Limited seating, please register by Feb. 12th by calling UHELP at 956-6544; e-mail uhelp.edu@gmail.com 

Parking available $5 in parking structure
For directions see www.hawaii.edu/uhelp   Free Event. 

VVV in front of Barracks

Ted Tsukiyama

K E  K A N A W A I  M A M A L A H O E

The University of  Hawai‘i Elder Law Program (UHELP) celebrates 
25 Years at the University of  Hawai‘i

and the start of  the Elder Law and Veterans Clinic
Tuesday, February 16, 2016

Moot Court Room - William S. Richardson School of Law
Afternoon Tea Reception at 1:30 pm

“After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the University of  
Hawaii ROTC was called to duty and mobilized into 
the Hawaii Territorial Guard (HTG). Six weeks 
later, all men of  Japanese ancestry were dismissed 
from the HTG and classified as Class C-Enemy 
Aliens. In response, the Varsity Victory Volunteers 
was established. The VVV built barracks, smashed 
rocks in the quarry 
and performed other 
menial labors. They 
declared: "We know 
but one loyalty and 
that is to the Stars 
and Stripes. We wish 
to do our part as loyal 
Americans. . ."

Come join us for tea and refreshments as we celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of  UHELP. Learn about our Elder Law and Veterans 
Clinic, where we offer free legal services, advice, counsel and 
referrals to qualified veterans and elders. 

In anticipation of  the 75th anniversary commemoration of  Pearl 
Harbor Day, we are honored to have UH alumnus, attorney, arbitrator 
and historian, Ted Tsukiyama, a WWII veteran who served with the 
Military Intelligence Service (MIS). He will talk about how he and 
other students formed the University of  Hawai`i’s Varsity Victory 
Volunteers (VVV) and how many of  that group went on to serve in 
the MIS, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 100th Infantry Battalion 
and other distinguished military units. 

We also are proud to have with us the Honorable Judge Coral Wong 
Pietsch appointed by President Barack Obama to serve as a Judge 
on the U.S. Court of  Appeals for Veterans Claims. She also served 
in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAGC) on active 
duty, in the Reserve and as a civilian lawyer. She was the first woman 
of  Asian ancestry to be promoted to the rank of  general officer in 
the U.S. Army and was the first woman general in the Army JAGC.

Stay for a panel discussion with Judge Pietsch and Prof. James 
Pietsch about service to the country and community with an 
emphasis on opportunities for women lawyers. They will talk about 
their military and civilian legal practice, including service as Rule of  
Law Advisors in Iraq.

PROGRAM
1:30-2:00 Registration, Refreshments

2:00-2:15 Acknowledgements, Introductions

2:15-3:15 Ted Tsukiyama - Veteran, Attorney, Arbitrator and Historian 
 The VVV and other Reminiscences of World War II

3:15-3:30 Break

3:30-4:30 The Honorable Coral Wong Pietsch 
 Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (CAVC) 
 Practice before the CAVC—a Unique Federal Court

4:30-5:00 Reception in Classroom 5

5:15-6:15 The Honorable Coral Wong Pietsch 
 Prof. James Pietsch, Director UHELP

Discussion: Opportunities for Women Lawyers in the Military and Reflections 
on Service as Lawyers in the Army and as Rule of Law Advisors in Iraq

Judge Coral Wong Pietsch

Limited seating, please register by Feb. 12th by calling UHELP at 956-6544; e-mail uhelp.edu@gmail.com 

Parking available $5 in parking structure
For directions see www.hawaii.edu/uhelp   Free Event. 

VVV in front of Barracks

Ted Tsukiyama

K E  K A N A W A I  M A M A L A H O E

The University of  Hawai‘i Elder Law Program (UHELP) celebrates 
25 Years at the University of  Hawai‘i

and the start of  the Elder Law and Veterans Clinic
Tuesday, February 16, 2016

Moot Court Room - William S. Richardson School of Law
Afternoon Tea Reception at 1:30 pm

“After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the University of  
Hawaii ROTC was called to duty and mobilized into 
the Hawaii Territorial Guard (HTG). Six weeks 
later, all men of  Japanese ancestry were dismissed 
from the HTG and classified as Class C-Enemy 
Aliens. In response, the Varsity Victory Volunteers 
was established. The VVV built barracks, smashed 
rocks in the quarry 
and performed other 
menial labors. They 
declared: "We know 
but one loyalty and 
that is to the Stars 
and Stripes. We wish 
to do our part as loyal 
Americans. . ."

Come join us for tea and refreshments as we celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of  UHELP. Learn about our Elder Law and Veterans 
Clinic, where we offer free legal services, advice, counsel and 
referrals to qualified veterans and elders. 

In anticipation of  the 75th anniversary commemoration of  Pearl 
Harbor Day, we are honored to have UH alumnus, attorney, arbitrator 
and historian, Ted Tsukiyama, a WWII veteran who served with the 
Military Intelligence Service (MIS). He will talk about how he and 
other students formed the University of  Hawai`i’s Varsity Victory 
Volunteers (VVV) and how many of  that group went on to serve in 
the MIS, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 100th Infantry Battalion 
and other distinguished military units. 

We also are proud to have with us the Honorable Judge Coral Wong 
Pietsch appointed by President Barack Obama to serve as a Judge 
on the U.S. Court of  Appeals for Veterans Claims. She also served 
in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAGC) on active 
duty, in the Reserve and as a civilian lawyer. She was the first woman 
of  Asian ancestry to be promoted to the rank of  general officer in 
the U.S. Army and was the first woman general in the Army JAGC.

Stay for a panel discussion with Judge Pietsch and Prof. James 
Pietsch about service to the country and community with an 
emphasis on opportunities for women lawyers. They will talk about 
their military and civilian legal practice, including service as Rule of  
Law Advisors in Iraq.

PROGRAM
1:30-2:00 Registration, Refreshments

2:00-2:15 Acknowledgements, Introductions

2:15-3:15 Ted Tsukiyama - Veteran, Attorney, Arbitrator and Historian 
 The VVV and other Reminiscences of World War II

3:15-3:30 Break

3:30-4:30 The Honorable Coral Wong Pietsch 
 Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (CAVC) 
 Practice before the CAVC—a Unique Federal Court

4:30-5:00 Reception in Classroom 5

5:15-6:15 The Honorable Coral Wong Pietsch 
 Prof. James Pietsch, Director UHELP

Discussion: Opportunities for Women Lawyers in the Military and Reflections 
on Service as Lawyers in the Army and as Rule of Law Advisors in Iraq

Judge Coral Wong Pietsch

Limited seating, please register by Feb. 12th by calling UHELP at 956-6544; e-mail uhelp.edu@gmail.com 

Parking available $5 in parking structure
For directions see www.hawaii.edu/uhelp   Free Event. 

VVV in front of Barracks

Ted Tsukiyama

K E  K A N A W A I  M A M A L A H O E

UHELP

UHELP

New 25th Anniversary Edition

 Published by the City and County of Honolulu Elderly Affairs Division
 with Funding from the US Administration on Aging

Available: at the ‘Nite’ of the Living Will
October 26th, 1:30 PM  

Come for Hydration and Nutrition
Law School Library 2525 Dole St.

FREE EVENT  .  Limited seating  .  Call (808) 956-6544

Or Pick up a copy after October 3rd at the UH Law School 
Administration Front Desk. 2515 Dole Street. UHELP Phone (808)956-6544




