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                                                                                                October 27, 2025 
 
MEMORANDUM 

TO:                  Council of Senior Student Affairs Officers 
  
FROM:            Farrah-Marie Gomes 
                        Associate Vice President for Student Affairs 
 
SUBJECT:      Updated Process for Determination of Residency as Applied to Tuition Payments  

and Admission 

As a result of 2025 State of Hawai‘i legislation relating to residency for tuition payments and 
admissions purposes (Act 138), changes must be made to align University of Hawai‘i (UH) 
residency determinations with the updated legislation. The legislation states that any student 
who has graduated from a high school in the State of Hawai‘i within two years preceding 
the start of the semester will now be eligible to receive tuition classification at the 
resident tuition rate.  

Here are implementation details to be followed until the Hawai‘i Administrative Rule (HAR) for 
Determination of Residency as Applied to Tuition Payments and Admission is officially updated: 
 

1. For individuals meeting the criteria stated above, R-status (Residency) should be  
prioritized over any NRTD status. 

2. Non-U.S. citizens who graduate from a Hawai’i high school will be eligible to receive  
resident status for the purpose of tuition payments and admissions but must still 
comply with the rules and regulations as set forth by the U.S. Department of State 
and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  

a.     Any applicant who indicates they are a non-citizen of the United States 
should still be asked to submit additional documentation to the Admissions office 
of the campus they are applying to. 

3. For the purposes of residency determination, “graduation from a high school in the  
State of Hawai‘i” includes all equivalent forms of other high school completion 
recognized by a State of Hawai’i agency. 

  
Next Steps 
The Office of Student Affairs will provide campuses with a list of students who will need to have 
their residency status amended because they now meet the requirements for Hawai’i resident 
tuition and admissions status. This process for amending statuses will only impact graduates 
from the classes of 2024 and 2025. 

Any qualified applicant from September 1, 2025 onward will be eligible for this revised resident 
tuition and admissions status as long as they meet the criteria set forth in the approved 
legislation. 
  

ʻŌnaehana Kulanui o Hawaiʻi 
 



 

 

Please ensure that your Admissions/Residency Officers work in collaboration with your 
Financial Aid and School Certifying Officials to ensure that as a student’s residency status is 
changed, any impacts to their financial aid packages can be reviewed and adjusted as 
necessary to prevent refunds from being processed in error.  
  
cc:       Admissions Officers 
            Registrars 
            Residency Officers 
            School Certifying Officers 

Financial Aid Officers 
 

 
   


